Captain Harold Faulder,
Killed in Action: 26 April 1918 near Ypres

Figure 1 - Harold Faulder (photograph in family posession)

Introduction

Harold Faulder (figure 1) was my Grandfather and wided in the First World War.
During the life of my late father, Harold Dick Sdiveaulder (figure 2) who was
born a few weeks after his father's death, ther® seane confusion as to how he died.
One story said that he had been killed in No Maasd one night whilst scouting

! Marjorie Fell Faulder, ‘Dick Faulder (H D S Faut}lat Tyne Cot; MFL Photograph Album
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whilst another said he had been hit by an artillehell whilst in a forward

observation post. My father seemed reluctant teareh his father’s life, and toward
the end of his own life seemed very concerned ahsufather “lying in the mud of
Flanders”.

Figure 2 - Harold Dick Sewell Faulder at Tyne Cot Memorial to the Missing in the late 1920
(photo by Marjorie Faulder in author's possession)

We knew that he had no known grave and the CommaltiwéNar Graves
Commission notes (Figure 3) that he is commemorated at thee T§ot Memorial
(Figure 4j.

The purpose of this paper is to try to establishherabout his background, his Great
War service and the circumstances of his death.

2 Commonwealth War Graves Commission, ‘H Fauld@dsualty Records
8 Commonwealth War Graves Commission, ‘Tyne COogmetery Records
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CWGC

Commonwealth War Graves Commission

Casualty Details

FAULDER, HAROLD

H

United Kingdom

Captain

I'vork and Lancaster Regiment
3rd Bn. attd. 1st/4th Bn.

338

26/04/1918

Twice Mentioned in Despatches

Son of Mr. 1. and Mrs. Emily Faulder, of Huddersfield; husband of
Marjorie Fell Faulder, of 65, Broadhurst Gardens, Hampstead,
|London,

Commonwealth War Dead

Fanel 125 to 128,
| TYNE COT MEMORIAL

Figure 3 - CWGC Roall of Honour record for Harold Faulder © CWGC - with permission

Figure 4 - Tyne Cot Memorial to the Missing (Photdavid Faulder) Looking from the centre of
the memorial; Capt H Faulder is commemorated irrdlnadel accessed through the pillared entrance
halfway along.
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Part A: Pre-Army Life

Parents and Family

Harold Faulder was the first son of Joseph Sewalilder and Emily Story both of
whom were born in Cumberland. Since 1874, his fatbgether with John Stothart
(also from Cumberland) had been trading as Sto&a&aulder (Woollen Merchants)
at the junction of Brook Street and John Williame$t in Huddersfield in the West
Riding of Yorkshiré (Figure 5 & 6). Emily Story was the daughter afdBge Story,
the draper with whom Joseph lodged when he wappreatice draper in Carlisle in
1867. Joseph and Emily were married in St Cuthberttspahurch, Carlisle on bl
October 1882 John Stothart was one of the witnesses (poss#syman).

Stothart & Faulder, Woollen Merchants, John Wittiam, | ___ George Ma
Street. Huddersfield. — A very assisting feature in the work of the Distillers. &c.,
district is presented by the business operations of Messrs. Stothart & "’5“}:"“;“&1’““‘;:
Faulder of Huddersfield. The partnership of this firm consists of Messrs. with sheds, Ia
John Stothart and Joseph Sewell Faulder, and business was commenced the manufacturin
by them during the course of the year 1874. The premises in the occu - full cofnplcn»:nl
pation of this firm comprise a handsome warehouse erected in stone and and the propulsic

= reaching 10 a height of four storeys. situated at the corners of Brook Street
= and John William Street, and having a lronugc on these streets, of fifty-six
= and fifteen yards respectively. On the around floor of the building is a large
= ——g—— =% and handsomely arpomtcd office fitied up in polished mahogany, and having
B i = L2 accommodation of an adequate characker, for a staff numbering from fifeen

< -l === to twenty clerks. The other portion of the ground flat is occupied by a room
gopis for mr:flnng gurpow.\. there being also cellars for packing: the other floors
* being devoted to the genmeral storage and examination of stock. A very
extensive and highly valuablk stock is held by Messrs. Stothart & Faulder,
comprising all kinds of plain and fancy woollen and worsted lgmd.\. for
trouserings, coatings. &c., for the large home and export trade of this firm,
and chiefly for the Furopean continent There is a very special
appropriateness between the business capabilities of this firm, and the district
in which their operations are conducted. Both partners are gentlemen of large
practical cx;micn:c in every department of the woollen industry, and bear a
deservedly high reputation throughout the large circle with whom they are
associated in business relationships. They are men who are careful and
reliable in the conduct of all the many (ransactions passing through their
ha.nd.\-p:rfonm:;: the entire work connected with their enterprise with that
unfaltering steadiness of purpose, whose results cannot be hidden but are
self-evident in every feature of the concern. It is by such work as that
conducted by Messrs. Stothart & Faulder that the reputation of Yorkshire has
been built up, and is maintained at this date over the wide world.

Figure 5 - Stothart & Faulder, Huddersfield (The Industries of Yorkshire. Part I1.)

In the 1881 Census, Joseph is shown staying aGdwrge Hotel, Huddersfield
opposite the station and just down John Williame&trfrom Brook Street. It is
therefore likely that Joseph and Emily settled urdHersfield in the early 1880s.

8 Historical Publishing Company 1890, The Industoés’orkshire. Part Il. York: Its Capital and thegat Manufacturing and
Commercial Centres of Hull, Huddersfield, Halifawakefield, Middlesbrough, &c. The Famous WaterigeRs of
Scarborough and Harrogate and the Parliamentarpubr and Municipality of Stockton-On-Tees, Durharwealth,
Growth and Importance., London, Historical PublshCompany

7 England and Wales Census 1861 for RickergatejsGarl

8 Marriage Certificate 1882 J S Faulder & Emily $tor

o England and Wales Census 1881 for Huddersfield
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Figure 6 - The Stothart and Faulder Building in Huddersfield, John William and Brook Street
(Photo David Faulder)

Harold Faulder was born on '15February 1885 at Fern Villa, Gledholt in
Huddersfield in the West Riding of YorkshiteHis five siblings were:

e Emily Story Faulder (18831974) - who went on to co-found Universal
Aunts?

» Jessie Faulder (18861932)

» Evelyn "Eve" Faulder (18921970) - who won the Military Medal in World
War Oné®

e George Bertram "Bert" Faulder (1893973) - who survived the First World
War and went on to serve in the Indian Army. In 8econd World War he
was awarded the DSO

O Birth Certificate 1885 H Faulder (at Vern Villagslholt, Huddersfield) This building has not beeeniified with certainty

1 Birth Certificate 1883 E S Faulder (at Vern Vitsledholt, Huddersfield)

21he “Original Home Assistance Provider”

13 Birth Certificate 1886 J Faulder (at Vern Villaggholt, Huddersfield)

14 Birth Certificate 1892 E Faulder (at West MouBlacker Road, Huddersfield)

15| ondon Gazette 1918a Issue 30784 published of thdy 1918: His Majesty the KING has been pleasedpprove of the
award of the Military Medal to the under mentioneddies -for distinguished services in the Field, rasorded: —
Miss Sarah Bonnell, First Aid Nursing Yeomanry, MiBvelyn Gordon-Brown, First Aid Nursing Yeomanhfiss Aileen
Maude Faulkner, First Aid Nursing Yeomanry, MisseBw Faulder, First Aid Nursing Yeomanry, Miss NelDewhurst,
V.A.D., attd. First Aid Nursing Yeomanry. For gaitay and conspicuous devotion to duty, when an anitimn dump had
been set on fire by enemy bombs and the only éMailambulance for the removal of wounded had besstrdyed. These
ladies subsequently arrived with three ambulaneed, despite the danger arising from various exphss succeeded in
removing all the wounded. Their conduct throughweas splendid. War Office, 8th July, 1918.

16 Birth Certificate 1893 G B Faulder (at West MouBlacker Road, Huddersfield)
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* Ronald Sewell Faulder (19801981)

All the brothers had families (and have living drgeandchildren); in addition, Jessie
and Evelyn both married and Evelyn had a daughber dved in childhood.

Education

Harold Faulder was educated at Marlborough Collesged would appear to be the
first of his family to receive a secondary eduaati®Vith the availability of rail
travef® Marlborough is not too surprising a place for addersfield industrialist to
send his son. In 1899 the fees were £85 p.a. hedSthool had an excellent
reputation and due to the links with the Churclengland was thought to be cheaper
than comparable schodls This would seem to fit with Joseph Sewell Fart&le
decision; as someone who had probably earned rasthwéne would probably look
for value. However, by choosing to send Harol®teshute House (an outhotisae
would have incurred a premium on the fees (negediatith the housemaster).

Harold was at Marlborough for two and a half ye@ien 1899 - July 1901, age 14 to
16), studying the Modern Syllabus. The Modern &yiis allowed for the teaching of
history, geography and modern languages (which avbalve included German and
French), by purging the syllabus of Greek and matlihe Latin. In addition he
studied Maths, and English. Although normally cognin the middle of his form in
end of term rankings, it is suspected that (bemthe Modern School) it was never
intended that he would go to University. He lefolpably to enter the same business
as his fathe®® In those days there were no established universadliq
examinations.

Dr Rogers, the College archivist, also reports thahe 1904 version of the College
Register (based presumably on 1903 data), Harolepsrted as living at West
Mount, Blacker Road (Figure 7) - which was the figniome in the 1901 census -
whilst curiously the Register reports his fathevseph, as living in Water Street
(Figure 8), Huddersfiefél Blacker Road is the sort of road where you waxgect a
well-to-do businessman to live (John Stothart liveat door); Water Street is a more
modest street although not as down market as dstitm over the railway might
suggest.

7| ondon Gazette 1942, Issue 35825 published od5heecember 1942 : The King has been gracioushspie to approve the
following awards in recognition and gallant andtidiguished service in Waziristan: - The Disting@ghService Order
Major George Bertram Faulder, 19th Hyderabad Regtpiadian Army.War Office, 17th Decembé©42

18 Birth Certificate R S Faulder 1900 (at Blacker Boduddersfield)
1 England and Wales Census 1901 for Preshute, Margb
2 Rail travel was moderately cheap and with no bexifrs or exeats there would have been only thngedrtrips per year.
AprTE Rogers 2009 (College Archivist)
2 Despite the phrase, outhouses (being off the 1sitén) were less austere than the inhouses, twohafhwvere designed by a
prison architect
Dr T E Rogers 2008
% Dr T E Rogers 2009
% Dr TE Rogers 2008
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Figure 7 - West Mount, Blacker Road in Huddersfield(Now Edgerton Grove Road) (Photo:
David Faulder)

It may be that Joseph, who died in 1903, was beurged there or had moved out to
make “room” for his older children (none of whomrevenarried at the time). From a
codicil to his will it seemed that Joseph was opndyterms with his eldest séhA
falling out is thought to be unlikely - when Josepiad (of Gout and Heart Disease)
on 10" April 1903 at Moorhouse Hall, Warwick Bridge outsiCarlisle, Harold was
present at the ded&thand is listed as the informant (also giving hisidence as
Moorhouse Hall). Why he was at Moorhouse Hall & known; looking at the
Census returns for 1901 and 1911 does not indibateit was owned by a family
member.

2 il (Probate Copy) 1903 Joseph Sewell Faulder
%" beath Certificate 1903 Joseph Sewell Faulder
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Figure 8 - 23, Water Street in Huddersfield (PhotoDavid Faulder)
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Figure 9 — No. 2 Wellfield Road in Huddersfield (Pbto: David Faulder)

The 1911 Censésshows Harold and his sisters Emily, Evelyn andsiéeand his
younger Brother Ronald living at 2 Wellfield Rodeidure 9) with their mother. Bert
was away at School in Sedburgh. Harold was liased Manufacturer.

Working Life
One of Harold’s obituariésdetails his early working life.

He was with Mr John Edward Crowther at Bank Bottom Mills, Marsden, for
about six years as manager of the weaving department. Subsequently he was
in business as a woollen manufacturer in Colne Road, Huddersfield, for
about two years, and lately he held a position at Peacedale Woollen Mills,
U.SA.

Before joining the Marsden Mill Company, it is piis that Harold worked in the
family firm for a couple of years until his fatherdeath. Looking at the Burgess Rolls
for Huddersfiel® it would appear that the firm was dissolved arft tlee premises
shortly after the death of Joseph Sewell Faulder.

28 English and Wales Census 1911, Huddersfield
2% Unknown Paper 1918a - in Marjorie Fell Lendrumapers (undated and unindexed), possibly Huddedsttbaminer, or
Yorkshire Post
Huddersfield Burgess Rolls - effectively an Eleatdroll - which included people who had a vote ttubeing in business.
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Bank Bottom Mills

Awaiting Copyright Clearance

Figure 10 - Workers at Bottom Bank Mills, Marsden 906 ©Marsden History Group The
machine in the background looks like a loom sodhesre probably weaving shed workers

Bank Bottom Mills in Marsden (just up the vallepifn Huddersfield) was one of the
largest mills in the distriét (Figure 10) and if he was managing the weaving
department, he held a significant managerial pose. Mill was one of many owned
by the Crowthers, who were a well-known (and prdpablatively progressive) mill
owning family. John Edward Crowther owned the MarsMill Company.

The wealth that the expansion of the textile industry brbtmthe mill owners not

only led to the building of several fine houses, &lgb filtered down to the benefit
of ordinary Marsdeners. Donations of land and monemy fthe mills helped to give

Marsden a fire engine and ambulance, a park, sporssfigddfine church, and town
improvements. When the depression in the 1930's causkninp in demand for the
products of the mills, and led to short time working &ardship for the employees
one of the most philanthropic of the mill owners, MrQiwther, shot himself. On
the day of his funeral, the whole village mourrfed.

Harold's brother, Bert, was later to be a direadrCrowther Bruce & C8 with
Philip Crowther, the son of John Edward Crowther.

31 Marsden History Group website, 20084ills page
32 Marsden History Group website, 2008the Crowther Familypage
33 Tuzee, M 2005. p12
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Working for himself

The obituary lists Colne Road, Huddersfield as ptece where Harold was in
business. This road is the location of Britannidl,Ma large building which was
known to be sublet with space being let on a “rommd power” basis to smaller
businessé§ this may have been where Harold was in busin®ss2" February
1903, Joseph Sewell Faulder (giving his addres#/ast Mount, Edgerton) made a
codicil to his will. This permitted his son Haraid draw a loan on the life interest in
his estate that was left to his wife. (It also malbdn Stothart his executor and
potential guardian of his infant children in placka Wiliam Henry Armitagey.
One might guess that he anticipated that Harolchtmged capital to set himself up
in business. It is not currently known whether ¢tddimade use of this facility.

The obituary accounts for 8 years of the periodl1@aving school) to 1913 (leaving
for the States); this leaves about 4 years unateduor. Meriel Tuzee records that
Harold and his brother George Bertram (Meriel'séaj were in partnership together
as Woollen Merchantsafter Bert left Sedbergh school (in 1911) - pdgsii Colne
Road.

The United States

Figure 11 - Passenger list of the Arabic departingiverpool 4 November 1913 for Boston,
National Archives, London © Crown Copyright (Licence 9155)

In 1913, Harold went to the USA to work at PeacdeDMill in Rhode Island, USA.
There is a Mr H Faulder on the passenger listsufeidl) of the Arabic (White Star

34 Giles, C, 1992, in ‘The Huddersfield Woollen Inthysand its Architecture’Haigh, EAH, Huddersfield - A Most Handsome
Town,Kirkless Cultural Services, Huddersfield

S wil (Probate Copy) 1903 Joseph Sewell Faulder

3 Meriel Tuzee autobiography, p2
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Line) leaving Liverpool for Bostdh(a logical port for someone travelling to Rhode
Island) in November 1913. Whilst the age (28) mesctand the profession
(Manufacturer) probably matches, the last permamesidence (Wales) is not
currently understood.

It is possible that it was Crowther family conneas that took him to Rhode Island.
A number of Crowthers (related to John Edward Chewthad emigrated to Rhode
Island and in England two Crowthers married childod Robert Fell. Robert Fell
was the maternal grandfather of Marjorie Fell Lemdrwho was later to marry
Harold.

According to an article in the December 2007 editdd Rhode Island Home, Living,
& Design®:

The mill was one of the first places in the worduse power looms and was one of
the most progressive places to work in other wayaell. In 1878, John Hazard, ...
established a profit sharing plan with his empleyée teach them, he said, that
"capital and labor are interdependent. Their irdEreare identical." His son
followed his father's ideals and continued to dlstte the shares every year that the

mill made a profit.

As a result, the Peace Dale mill owners played twstonomists and progressives
from many nations who wanted to study their policaéad the effects they had on
their employees. In contrast with most mills, theaBe Dale plant had only two
labor strikes in its long history.

It is possible that Harold went to Peace Dale fpeeence this working environment
and, together with his previous experience workmrgJohn Edward Crowther, this
may have given him a “modern” attitude to managedmen

According to the subsequent obituary in a papeallaz Peace Dale he left in April
1915 to enlist. Passenger lists (Figure”’12¢veal that he returned on the Lusitania -
departing from New York and arriving at Liverpoai épril 11". The Lusitania was
sunk a few weeks later by a German submarine"dviay 1915.

37 Board of Trade Passenger Lists at National Archive

38Rhode Island Home, Living, & Design, online editio

39 Unknown Newspaper 1918(b) - but reference tdddging arrangements makes t clear that it is adeHsland publication
and not an English one - possibly the Providencenid

40 Board of Trade 1915, Passenger Lists - Harolddeaub shown as travelling second class.
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Figure 12 - Passenger list of the Lusitania deparng New York arriving Liverpool 11 April 1915,
National Archives, London © Crown Copyright (Licence 9155)Harold Faulder is listed about half

way down the left hand page

revision: 5.016 Pagef 73
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Part B: Army Service

Enlisting

A week after returning from the United States, H@feaulder enlisted as a Private in
the Inns of Court Officer Training Corps - a spésiabattalion of the London
Regiment. His service record fileshows that he enlisted on ™8pril 1915 at
Lincoln's Inn, giving his address as 2 Wellfield élo Huddersfield, his mother's
home at that time (Figure ¥8 He was 30 years of age and was a volunteer;
conscription was introduced later that year. Altgntial officers enlisted as Privates.

Figure 13 - Part of Enlistment papers of H Faulderl9 April 1915, WO339/48300 At The National
Archives © Crown Copyright (Licence 9155)

The enlistment with the Inns of Court does not mésat he was a lawyer; the
assistant librarian of Lincoln's Ifinconfirms that he did not study or qualify (as a
solicitor or a barrister) at any of the Inns analtth

In order to get more recruits in 1895 they had watktheir criteria for entry to four
categories:
i. members of an Inn of Court;

41 National Archives, Officers Service Records WO /38300
“2 National Archives WO 339/48300, digital copy irtlaar's possession
“ Bellis 2007 (Assistant Librarian at Lincoln’s Inn)
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il. members of the Faculty of Advocates, Edinburgh t&Bdarristers);

iii. past or present members of the universities oripgishools and

iv. gentlemen who in the opinion of the commanding ceffi may be
considered specially eligible.

How he came to enlist at the Inns of Court is maivin. J. A. Ha¥/ in the history of
the Corps,The Inns of Court Officers Training Corps duringtreat War reports
that it advertised not just in public places arouBdtain but also “Recruiting
sergeants were sent to the ports of arrival ofgrags liners, and shipping agents at
some of the ports of embarkation gave very effectissistance”.

According toThe Inns of Court Officers Training Corps duringetiGreat Way*®
about 13,800 men (from about 130,000 applicantskexh through the ranks of the
Corps during the war. Of those between 11,000 20D were commissioned.

In addition, the assistant librarian at Lincolms Isent me a copy of his entry in the
history of the Corps (Figure &)

THE INNS OF @VRT OFFICERS TopNING Corrs NG THE GRNT G
ediked by FH.i. Oeenéion /922
APPENDIX II.—RECORDS OF RANK AND FILE.
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Figure 14 - Harold Faulder's Entry in The Inns of Court Officers Training Corps during the Great
War

* Hay 1922 pa1
5 Errington, 1922
46 Errington, 1922
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" FAULDER, Harold

3/3303, 19/4/15; York. & Lanc. R., 18/6/15; Capt.; M.C.
Killed in action 26/4/18.

The details given are: Cross (indicating that leerait survive), Number and Date of
Enlistment; Regimental Posting and Date of PostiFigal Rank; Decorations and

Details of Death. The reference to a Military Grds not mentioned elsewhere. As
the list should also list his two mentions in ddspes - as ‘M(2)', it is probable that
the 'M.C." was a printing or transcription erroedo the ‘2)’ being lost off the margin

and the resulting ‘M(’ being misinterpreted. | bafound no reference (for instance
in War Diaries or the London Gazette) to Haroldhigeawarded a Military Cross.

Errington, the commanding officer of the Inns ofuCloOTC from March 1913 to
September 1916, describes (in the first chaptéisofiistory of the Corps) the unusual
position of the Corps:

Fortunately we were in the unique position, soamiOfficer's Training Corps were
concerned, that we formed part of the Territoriatde, and our men were all sworn
in as ordinary privates; perhaps more fortunatélly so copy of our Regulations

could be found, and weary officers at the War @ffigere not inclined to grapple
with points of construction. There was no questi@nformed part of the Territorial

Force, and the necessary authority was given ugsdoe pay and allowances
accordingly, ..%’

He also describes the Corps's approach to offieering:

The Sandhurst system of putting boys under theoharso as to enable the good
seed to be sown in their future regiments was okétiile when dealing with older
men of considerable knowledge of the world, and sehoritical faculties were
developed; nor was there time for such leisuredyning, nor, when they joined
their regiments, would the new officers find the okgimental atmosphere, or the
time to learn their duties. The period of trainigs not likely to exceed three or
four months, and to spend it on the barrack squareld be a crude absurdity.
Success could only come from determining the mssémial quality in an officer,
and concentrating on its development. That quaiyndoubtedlynoral, and in the
case of an officer is almost synonymous with chtarac.*®

Harold Faulder's training with the Corps actuadigteéd only two months.

His commission as a Second Lieutenant is dateduthd 1915 (Figure 15) It was
gazetted in the London Gazétte

The under mentioned members of the Inns of Court@s Training Corps to be
Second Lieutenants (on probation): ...
Harold Faulder, 3rd Battalion, York and Lancastegifent.

4 Errington, 1922,1(11)

a8 Errington, 1922,(14)

49 Court of St James's 1915

50| ondon Gazette 1915 Issue 29195 published on Shkifie 1915
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Figure 15 - Harold Faulder Commission as a Secondi¢utenant in the Special Reserve, 3rd battalion dhe York and Lancaster Regiment, in author's possason
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Marriage

Second Lieutenant Harold Faulder married Marjorel Eendrum, daughter of
Robert Henry Lendrum a Woollen Manufacturer alsonfr Huddersfield, on b
November 1915 at Holy Trinity Church, Huddersfigldigure 16). The witnesses
were his brother, George Bertram Faulder and RdHenry Lendrum & Elizabeth
Lendrum, the latter couple being the bride’s parent

Figure 16 - Photograph of Harold and Marjorie Faulder, Holy Trinity Church, Huddersfield,
2nd November 1915 (Photo in author’s possession)
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Harold Faulder's address is listed on the marregéficate (Figure 18) as Hylton
Castle Camp, Sunderland (Figure®18)This is where the % Battalion of the York
and Lancaster Regiment was stationed at the time.

d

Wfr Mnrrmge splamnizi
inthe Paas A
3

2Ly the Countylof ;abo_( ,—L
| L ,&! —_and that |such Register i
Bam are now legally in my custody. 4
f Witness my Hand thi 5 __d«f /M._‘_‘

4

Figure 17 - Marriage certificate of 2nd Lt Harold Faulder to Marjorie Fell Lendrum,
2 November 1915, Copy in author's possession

Awaiting Copyright Clearance

Figure 18 - Hylton Castle Camp during 1916, © Frieds of Hylton Castle

| have yet to find an engagement announcemente(theght have been one in the
Yorkshire Post or the Huddersfield Examiner) sacndoknow if the engagement was
a long one. The families had known each other dones considerable time - certainly,
according to a dance card, Marjorie Lendrum (Fidil8e® danced twice with an “H

5 Huddersfield Registration District 1915, MarriagfeHarold Faulder and Marjorie Fell Lendrum
52 Eriends of Hylton Denehlylton Castle Camp
%3 Fell, 1904
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Falder” at a dance at her maternal grandfatherissépo Somerville (Figure 20), on
21st September 1904.
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Figure 19 - Menu and Marjorie Fell Lendrum’s DanceCard, Somerville, 21st September 1904,
in author's possession

Figure 20 - Somerville, Hungerford Road in Hudderskld, Photo: David Faulder
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Other families whose names appear on the danceatcarthe Fells, the Brierlys and
the Crowthers. The Lendrums, Brierlys and Crovethveere significant figures in the

woollen trade and the Fells were significant chésrmasid lead manufacturers (owning
Craven Lead Works). This was Marjorie Fell Lendisiinackground and it would

appear that Joseph Sewell Faulder, the draper fganisle, and his family had

managed to move into this circle.

Summary of Military Service
Promotions and Postings

The London Gazette records various (mainly tempgdraromotions or appointments
including:

* Totemp Lt: 1 September 1916

* Totemp Capt: 15 March 19%7

* To be Adjutant: 16 May 1937

* To be Lieutenant: 1 Jul 19%7

* Relinquishes the temp. rank of Capt. on alteratioposting: 15 Feb. 1918

A scrap of paper (Figure 21) in Marjorie Faulder's papers probably shows his
postings. Unfortunately, as with many of her pap#rdoes not include dates.

o4 London Gazette 1916, Issue 29801 published o24h®ctober 1916

%5 London Gazette, 1917a, Issue 30195 published®2@hjuly 1917

56 London Gazette, 1917b, Issue 30283 published ®14hSeptember 1917
57 ondon Gazette, 1918b Issue 30458 published o# tlenuary 1918

58 London Gazette, 1918c, Issue 30728 published ®d thune 1918

58 Marjorie Faulder 1915-18, papers in author's pesise
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Figure 21 - Postings of Harold Faulder, in papersfdVarjorie Faulder, in author's possession

Summary of Battalions

Harold Faulder served in a variety of battalionghaf York and Lancaster Regiment.
The Regiment was raised in Yorkshire - the Lancgstet of the name refers to land
in Yorkshire owned by the Duchy of Lancaster - ¢hisr no link with Lancashire. It
recruited primarily from the area now known as $®oviorkshire (including Sheffield,
Rotherham, Barnsley and Pontefract - the latergomirthe modern West Yorkshire).
The “logical’ regiment for Harold would have bedmtDuke of Wellington's (West
Riding) Regiment which recruited from the Huddexkfiarea. However, given that
his brother, George Bertram, was commissionedthgregiment in December 1914,
Harold may have decided that to avoid living in siradow of his younger brother, he
would apply for a commission in a different regirnelternatively his mother may
not have felt happy about having two children sagvin the same regiment.

In summary the units in which he served were:

The 3 (Reserve) Battalion York and Lancaster Regiment part of the Regular
Army, into which he was commissioned, stayed inlfethroughout the wét The
Battalion was part of Tyne Garrison that covered ltylton Camp area. It is also
believed to have spent time at Cleadon and Durham.

0 Baker 2009aThe Long Long Trail website: York and Lancasteréag
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'IBD' means Infantry Base Depot. Richard Holthesfers to Infantry Base Depots as
being the first camp that soldiers recently arrire&rance would go to in order to be
prepared for the trenches. Even though fA@attalion stayed in the UK, members of
the battalion may have kept the designation urdted from the IBD to another

Battalion at the front. 'a.p.o sec17' was proballyarmy post office address. 'B.E.F.'
was British Expeditionary Force.

Holmes states that most soldiers on the way tofrimet would go through Base

Camps at Etaples (about 10 miles south of Boulognéjom the reports that he
quotes, the preparation for trench warfare (treamghbayoneting and surviving gas
attacks) that both officers and men went througBage Camp was both brutal and
dehumanising (and possibly did more harm than doadorale). He quotes Wilfred

Owerf?in a letter to his mother in 1917:

But chiefly | thought of the very strange look oti faces in that camp; an
incomprehensible look, which a man will never se&mgland, through wars should
be in England; nor can it be seen in any battlat daly in Etaples.

It was not despair, or terror, it was more territilan terror, for it was a blindfold
look, and without expression, like a dead rabbit's.

The 14" (Service) Battalion, York and Lancaster Regiment (A “New Army
Battalion” also known as 2nd Barnsley - a “Palsttédiéon) was attached to 94th
Brigade, (part of 31st Division) which entered fheance theatre of War in March
1916 (having previously been in Egypt). The battalivas disbanded in France on
16" February 1918 Harold Faulder's medal card (Figure®22ptes that the first
theatre of war that he entered was France andhatid so on 18 June 1916
(probably via Etaples).

Entrenching Battalions were formed from surplus personnel from disbanded
battalions. Bakét cites the Adjutant General, GHQ, (10/2/18 to Ar@ymmanders)
as saying that:

These Entrenching Battalions will be at the dispaaArmy Commanders subject
to the following provisos:-

b) Shall be kept under Army or Corps control antlbeplaced at the disposal of
Divisional Commanders;

¢) Shall invariably be employed as complete unitdeu their own officers and shall
not be split up and attached to fighting units uratey circumstances;

d) Shall be used for work on defences only;

e) Shall not be employed in front of the “RearwAohe”;

f) Shall be held intact at the disposal of GHQ Buihelon, for drafting purposes,
who alone has authority to dispose of the persommel shall be broken up as and
when the D.A.G., 3rd Echelon, considers the sibmatequires it.

5 Holmes 2004Tommy, (pp 341-39)

%2 Owen & Bell 1967

%3 Baker 2009a

64War Office, 1922a, National Archives WO 372/7

5 Baker 2009cThe Long Long Trail website, The Entrenching Badta webpageCiting the Adjutant General
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The 4" Entrenching Battalion was formed from 2/6th Duk®¢est Riding); 12th,
14th and 2/5th York & Lancs; 12th and 13th EastRé6t
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Correspondence

Figure 22 - WW1 (campaign) medal index card, Natioal Archives, London © Crown Copyright
(Licence 9155) & medals (Victory &War Medals) forHarold Faulder, in author’s possession

The 1/4" (Hallamshire) Battalion, York and Lancaster Regiment part of the
Territorial Force (not part of the New Armies), wiattially part of 3 West Riding
Brigade, West Riding Division. In 1915 the formatibecame 148Brigade, 494
Division. The 4" Division had embarked for France 12-19th April 891

The Commonwealth War Graves Commission (see prslipulists Captain
H Faulder as being "8Bn. attd. 1/4' Bn" at the time of his death.

The 1/4™ - sometimes 1%/4" or just 1/4 - Battalion designation indicates that this is the
first (original) line unit of the 4™ Battalion; 2" and 3™ line battalions of the “base”
battalion (designated 2/4™ and 3/4™) were subsequently raised during the war. The full
Army = Corps = Division = Brigade = Battalion structure is explained in an appendix.

Known details of service

Review of the various war diaries fills in sometlod details. War diaries were formal
documents kept by those battalions (and superidts wuch as brigades) serving
abroad and recorded significant events.

66 Baker 2007
57 Baker 2009a
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3"Y Battalion: Tyne Garrison

The home based battalions were mainly intendedtrining, but also in effect
provided a potential home defence force. The T@arison consisted of nine
battalions and covered an area from the Scottistidbdo the Teé% UK based units
did not keep records of the same detail as thoseitsf posted overseas.

Little has been found about his time with tH& Battalion. There is a photograph
(figure 23) of Harold at Hammerton Red Cross HadpiSunderland “after an
operation”, in Marjorie Faulder’s scrapbook. lidiated 18 April 1916 and adds that
he then had sick leave at Huddersfield and the talpidotel, Blackpool. The nature
of the operation is not stated. Other photograpberd leave taken in various hotels
in England.

Figure 23 - Page from Marjorie Faulder's Scrapbookshowing Harold Faulder at Hammerton
House Red Cross Hospital (in author's possession)

14" Battalion

Whilst war diaries usually gave details of officgggiing a battalion, the war diary of
the 14" Battalion does not record the arrival of H Fauldérs mentioned above he
“entered theatre” (France) on 15 June 1916, savadlp for some time in base camp
he would have joined the $4attalion in the last days of June 1916, just teefbe

first Battle of the Somme. The Etaples War Diagynds to list only numbers of

& , The Regimental WarpatBritish Garrisons webpage
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Officers and Other Ranks passing through and natiorehas been found of'@Lt
Faulder.

The Somme - attack on Serre

Figure 24 - WBH2, Supplementary Operational Order M 2, 26 June 1916 (Page 2), 14th Y&L
War Diary, WO95/2365 at National Archives, London ©Crown Copyright (Licence 9155)

The Commanding Officer of the YBattalion was Lt-Col W B Hulke and it is in his
Second Supplementary Operational Order (Figur€ 246 June 1916 (referring to
preparations for LJuly) that we find the first mention of%At Harold Faulder. This
specified that ?' Lt Faulder (amongst others) would not take pathiaforthcoming

% Hulke 1916, WHB2, attached to"Battalion York and Lancaster Regiment War Diarg@9
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action but would be held in reserve witff line Transport at Warnimont Wood.
Cooksey, in his booKhe Barnsley Palssays that those kept back were “those men
[around which] the Army would rebuild the battalishould a disaster occur”. |
suspect that it was also a means to avoid havints gd the battalion led by
inexperienced and un-blooded junior subalterns Wb not been with the battalion
during May (when it had been training) or in Junéén it had been rehearsing the
forthcoming attack).

The battalion, as part of 84Brigad€’, were sent into action with the following
special ordef?

You are about to attack the enemy with far greatenbers than he can oppose to
you, supported by a huge number of guns. ....

The action involving the battalion was the attackSerre on the first day of the first
battle of the Somme. It is known that the Britldlgh Command thought that the
infantry bombardment prior to the assault wouldtdgsthe defending forces and the
barbed wire barriers. Unfortunately the Germaneevie deep underground dugouts -
they had dug to defend the ground they had takeiikeuthe more temporary
entrenching of the British which was in anticipatiof moving forward. So when the
British started their “walk across no man's lanttie Germans came out of their
dugouts, and provided a devastating response. Iditi@d the quality of
communications at that time meant that a “creepiridiery barrage™ could not be
co-ordinated with the infantry’'s advance and trompsild not be called back or
diverted. The British High Command was unwilling &olapt their strategic plan
possibly because of Haig's strategic desire to taairpressure in the Somme area to
draw German attention away from Verdun where tlen€hn were taking a beatitig

Capt Hutt, the then Adjutant of the i ®Battalion, records (in the official account of
the action, again attached to the War DiRarthe losses suffered by the battalion on
the first day of the Somme. (A Battalion is ab®000 men in all, about 30 of whom

would be officers).

Killed Wounded Missing Total Casualties
Officers 2 4 4 10 (30%)
Other Ranks 24 149 92 265 (27%)
Total 26 153 96 275 (27%)

These levels of casualties are often blamed oflithes led by donkeys” mentality of
the commanders inflexibly sticking to the plan.isTtiew is now largely discredited;

n Cooksey, 1996The Barnsley Palp 188

n Baker, 2009 orThe Long Long Trailvebsite lists 99 Brigade at the time as consisting of"1Rattalion East Lancashire
Regiment (The Accrington Pals), Y Battalion York and Lancaster Regiment (The Shkffigity Battalion), 18 and 14'
Battalions York and Lancaster Regiment (the tworBkey Pals Battalions), #4Machine Gun Company, and the™94
Trench Mortar Company.

2EsG. Piggott, Captain Brigade Major"9afantry Brigade, quoted in Cooksey 1996 p 186

BaA barrage that dropped the shells a little in frohthe advancing infantry to keep the enemy fr@sponding; as the infantry
advanced, the artillery barrage was meant to momedrd. In practice the infantry was rarely alentove at a consistent
planned pace and without good communications itimp®ssible to change the rate of “creep” of therdmge.

" sheffield, G., 2002, BBC History Website

I8 Hutt, 14" Bn York and Lancaster Regiment War Diary, 194ount of part taken by the 14th (S)¥rk & Lanc Rgmt in
the attack on Serre, 1st July 1916
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for instance, Cooksey notéthat, “Brigadier-General Rees, temporary commander
the 94" Brigade, holds back Barnsley Companies from furthetacks as the
disastrous failure becomes obvious”. (At the ehthe first day he believed (of the
94" brigade) that, “he had only 550 men left out ofngo2,600 who had been
launched into the attack against Serre”.) Capt'siueport (see above) also records
that the Battalion’s commanding officer withdrewotyplatoons of reinforcements
when after personal investigation it was obviowat the trenches to which they had
been ordered had been destroyed by German fire.

| believe that Harold Faulder took no part in thigion due to being kept back at
Warnimont Wood as part of the reinforcements thatrew never committed.
Cooksey, however, notes that on the night of th& Bf July reinforcements
comprising 5 officers and 45 men were brought fodata help clear the trenches of
the dead; this may have been his first experiefitleearenches.

Other service with the 94" Brigade and 14" Battalion

After the attack on Serre the remains of the battavere withdrawn and sent north
to the Neuve Chapelle area for a short period @iperation. On'4of August 1916
the battalion relieves the ®urham Light Infantry (DLI) in the trenches at Neu
Chapelle. Lt-Col Hulke's Operational Order Né & the previous day describes the
process and states:

Lt H Faulder shall act as Intelligence Officer amidl live at Bn HQ. This officer
will be in charge of the HQ details who will live CURZON POST.

Harold Faulder’'s apparent promotion to (temporaigutenant is not gazett&dintil
October:

York & Lanc. R.

2nd Lt. H. Faulder (Spec. Res.). 1 September 1916

For a new officer to be appointed into a battaltstaff’ job may seem unusual.
However, Harold was from Huddersfield, most of Hatalion’s rankers were from
Barnsley and there is some question as to howyetgly would have understood
each other. Following the devastation of the thé¢tack on Serre, the Commanding
Officer may also have wished to appoint more expeed leaders as replacement
front-line leaders - Harold may have been seemaanéagerial’. In addition, he was
probably older than many of his fellow subalterng bad a background similar to
more senior officers and, possibly critically, hayistudied the “Modern” syllabus at
school he had learnt German rather than Greeks mhy have equipped him well for
the staff role of “Intelligence Officer”. A signdant source of intelligence was the
questioning of German soldiers captured duringctienids.

76 Cooksey 1996 p. 209, 226

7 Cooksey 1996 p. 231

8 WBHS, 14" Bn York and Lancaster War Diary 1916
. London Gazette 24 October 1916
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On the 9" August, the last day of its first tour in trenctetsNeuve Chapelle, the 4
Bn War Diary’ records:

A pigeon which was observed to come from the enbngywas shot down with
rifle fire. The pigeon was not carrying any messdmut had a ring round its leg and
this identification suggests that this was undodilytan enemy pigeon.

This would have been a potentially dangerous thindo - shooting a British pigeon
was an offence punishable with a £100 fine or sonths imprisonmefit (Such a
scenario formed the basis of an episodBlatkadder Goes Forjh

On 2% August 1916, “¥ Lt H Faulder proceeded to attend a course oftiotion at

XI Corps Sniping School, STEENBECQUE”. On the™2&e (and his batman)
returns from the cour8e  During this time Sgt Harman took charge of the
intelligence squad, but reporting to the Adjutaithe scrapbook previously referred
to contains a photograph of Harold’s Batman, Geofgeks (Figure 25); | was
slightly surprised that a (thenj*dieutenant should have one, but army establishment
lists confirm that all officers had batmen or semng)

Figure 25 - Photographs of George Tonks and Edwar8trachan, Harold Faulder's batman and
clerk

The role of the intelligence officer would seemhe a staff type job (for instance
prior to the raid of 3% August/F' September, the intelligence officer's role inchedi

going to brigade headquarters “to synchronise vesih which would seem to make
the sniping course seem unusual. However, we doknow that the course “at

80 14" Bn York and Lancaster War Diary 1916
81 Believed to be Defence Of The Realm Act, RegutefitA
82 14" Bn York and Lancaster War Diary 1916
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sniping school” was necessarily in sniping - it kcbbhave concerned intelligence or
counter sniping. Snipers in forward positions adsbed as look-outs and therefore
would have an intelligence gathering falé&he position of intelligence officer does
not exist in some battalion listings, but the rofesniper officer does; it is therefore
probable that these two roles were combined. Fimenff September, the battalion
war diary has the initialsz7alongside each day's entry (Figure®26idicating some
level of responsibility for this document.

Figure 26 - 14th Y&L War Diary, 1st September 1916\W095/2365 at National Archives, London
© Crown Copyright (Licence 9155)

On T October 1916 (until'® October) during the absence of other officef4,L2 H
Faulder took command of “B” Company (I think in &tth to his Intelligence
Officer role), whilst the battalion was behind thees near Bethune (Rue de
Epinette)®

On 28 October 1916, the promotion of°dt. Faulder (to Temp Lt.) is recorded in
the Battalion War Diary; from this day on anothércer is initialling the war diary.

On the ' November 1916, (whilst in Sally-au-Bois), the wgiary confirms that
“Lieut. H Faulder (Intelligence Officer) is attach¢o 94" Brigade HdQuarters as
Intelligence Officer”. During November and Decembtiie 94" Brigade War diary
is initialled each day with the familiaz7initials.

8 pescribed in Penberthy (formerly commandant ofd@#irmy Sniping School), British Snipers 1920, p5
8 Turning over the pages of the War Diary at theidtetl Archives, it was very strange to find dowe tight-hand margin a set
of initials that almost looked as if they were iy hate father’s writing.
514" Bn York and Lancaster Regiment War Diary, 1916
86 g4n Infantry Brigade War Diary, 1917

© David S Faulder 4 May 2011 revision: 5.016 Pagef 73



On 16" January 1917, the Battalion War Diary records thataulder returned to the
14" Battalion which was then billeted at Coigneux uggdéng training’. It is
probable that shortly afterwards he went on ledkie; War Diary records that he
“returned from leave to England and rejoined OCdoty” on 28" January 1917. On
27" February he is referred to as Lieut Fauffietelligence Officer.

In May 1917, the battalion takes part in the batfié\rras, before taking part in the
attack on Oppy Wood at the end of June. OW NI&y 1917 Temporary Captain
Faulder became the battalion adjutant effectively the battalion’s senior
administrative officer. It is probable that he wiatelligence officer until then (I have
not found any reference to a new intelligence efficlf not, he could be expected to
have command of a company, and would have hadrsiskperience of leading men
in an action during the first part of the battlefsfas. Failing this, his first front-line
action commanding a company would have been hi fistion on the 28 April
1918. However as intelligence officer (possiblyoawith responsibility for sniping),
he may have also had experience of taking a grbugea scouting in no man’s land.

The taking of Oppy Wood was the last major actiovolving the 3% Division in
1917. The 14 Battalion of the York and Lancaster Regiment wasee no further
significant action due to the reorganisation of Ammy at the beginning of 1918.

On 3¢" September, Capt H Faulder takes “Summer Légveihich according to
Marjorie Faulder’s scrap-book was spent at Huddddsfthe Victoria Hotel, London
and The Goring Hotel, PangbourfieHe returned on'9October.

On 11" December 1917, the War Diary records that Cagtaifaulder is attached to
the 94" Brigade as Staff Captain (Lt Holmes assuming gutié Adjutant). He
returns to the battalion (and the role of adjutamthe &' January 1918 The War
Diary continues to record that on the™0anuary 1918 he went on leave, spent
(according to Marjorie Faulder’s scrap-book) at €iedd Road, and the Stuart Hotel,
Cromwell Road, South West London. He returned d'hl?iﬁuary 1918.

14" Battalion: Disbandment

In late 1917, manpower in the British Army was atlg becoming an issue and the
Prime Minister, Lloyd George, had agreed with tmeri€h to take over some of their
front-line (against Haig's wishes). Lloyd Georgsaivanted to commit troops to the
Middle East and lItaly. Haig was also told that foeild not expect to replace the
losses suffered on the Western Front in 1917 becthes Navy and Air Force plus
vital civilian work such munitions and timber pradion took priority. After some
potentially misleading comments were made in them@ons denying this
overstretch, the War Office’s Director of Militar¥perations, Major-General
Frederick Maurice, decided to write to the papeaiting for an enquiry. There was a

87l
88l
89l

4" Bn York and Lancaster Regiment War Diary, 1917
4" Bn York and Lancaster Regiment War Diary, 1917
4" Bn York and Lancaster Regiment War Diary, 1917
90 Faulder, MF, Scrapbook 1915-1918

%1 14" Bn York and Lancaster Regiment War Diary, 1917
92 14" Bn York and Lancaster Regiment War Diary, 1918
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short parliamentary debate where the governmenéedéehe accusations and Maurice
was then retire

To accommodate the shortage of troops and to ¢beezxtra front, the brigades were
reorganised so that instead of having four battalieach, they would have three.
This meant that some battalions were merged anerothere disbanded; the later
was the fate of the Y4york and Lancaster battalion.

On the 28 January 1918 the Battalion War DidryFigure 27) records:

Lieut Col W B Hulke proceeded on leave to EnglarmgtCH Faulder assumed
command of battalion during CO’s absence

Figure 27 - 14" Y&L War Diary, 28 ™ January 1918, W0O95/2365 at National Archives, Laton
© Crown Copyright (Licence 9155)

The diary does not record Lt-Col Hulke’s returntie battalion, and it looks as if
during the whole of the rest of the battalion’sseance, (Temporary) Captain H
Faulder was acting commanding officer.

My understanding is that because he was only “g¢tt@O, he would not have
received a temporary promotion to either Major @utenant-Colonel (which would
match the responsibility of commanding a battalion) might be argued that the
battalion was not at full strength; but, lookingd&tails of postings from the battalion
in the days that followed, it would appear to haeen at about 75% of establishment.

Ba fairly partial account of “The Maurice Case”dfn which the above is drawn together with referecthe On-line Times)
can be found inThe Maurice Case edited by Nancy Maurice
14" Bn York and Lancaster Regiment War Diary, 1918
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During this time the battalion was in the Mont SbiEarea, either in Cubitt or
Winnipeg Camps training and drilling or in the lid®ing revetting and (barbed)
wiring work. The change to a defensive strategheamathan the previous strategy
necessitated much more trenching work to createl#ience in depth necessary to
cope with an attack. During this time the battaliapart from a swap of 8 officers
and 52 men with the 13battalion, was being reduced in strength with rbeing
posted to other battalions and then “struck off #teength”. This included on
February 11 5 Officers and 100 men to the Y/#Battalion York and Lancaster
Regiment and the same to % Battalion.

On the final day of the diary pages of the War Pfait looks as if Lt Col Hulke had
added a final note.

In the Field BEF 16/2/18 Weather - Snowing - Coldn Blllets

Instructions received for the absorption of theY®BLR (along with details of 12
Y&LR + 2/5 YLR) into A+B Coys of No 4 EntrenchirgftBlion, First Army Group
to take effect from 17/2/18 inclusive

A+ C Coys 14 YLR to form “B” Co No 4 Ent. Baft4 Officers + 232 OR

B+D “ * * o tATHH “ * 16 Officers + 230 OR
Regt Band - 1 Sgt + 24 ORs transferred to 2/7 Weskshire Regt (at own
request). Undertaking given by O.C. 2/7 W. Y. Regtturn all instruments to the
MAYOR OF BARNSLEY on conclusion of the war. Theuimgnts being the
property of the TOWN OF BARNSLEY.

THIS IS “THE LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT” of (24 Barnsley BI) 14 York and
Lone Reg BORN 20.XI1.1914 DIED 16.11.1918 W B Hulke Lt Col O/C 14 SB
York+Lane Regt

The last actual entry in the War Diary fii¢at The National Archives - Figure 28) is:

Battalion Routine Order by
Captain H Faulder

Comdg 14SB York+Lanc Rgt
25/2/1918

The battalion was absorbed into the 4th EntrencliBagalion as from the 17th Inst

Signed E A Holmes
Lieut

A/Adjutant

14SB York+Lanc Rgt

95l
96l

4" Bn York and Lancaster Regiment War Diary, 1918
4" Bn York and Lancaster Regiment War Diary, 1918
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Figure 28 - The final entry in the 14" Battalion York and Lancaster Regiment’s War Diary file
WO95/2365 at National Archives, London © Crown Copsight (Licence 9155)

The 4™ Entrenching Battalion

As previously mentioned, the records of entrenclvatjalions are not as extensive as
other battalions. The War Diary File for this lditin seems to start od®alarch
1918 (there are no entries in the National Arcte\stbrage box for February). On the
3" March it simply records that the battalion movey fail to Maroeuil and
Ecoivred’. It is not clear what happened between tH& B&bruary and the beginning
of March. It could just be that the February fdeanissing from or miss-stored at the
National Archives.

During March, the battalion is utilised creating thew rear lines of defence (trenches
and wiring) near Maroeuil under the orders of CRiéCEngineer) XIII Corps.

7 g Entrenching Battalion War Diary, 1918
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on 7" April 1918, whilst at Maroeuil, “All officers witithe battalion proceeded to
their new units®. All the officers are divided between six uniteaCapt H Faulder
(with Batman), and Lts R H Walker, E A Holme$&® 2t P P McArdle are listed as
due to go to 2/ Battalion, York and Lancaster Regiment. Intergggi not many of
the officers get to take batmen with them.

Despite this, review of the War Diary of the YMork and Lancast&; does not show
any of these officers arriving at this battalio®™ Lieutenant McArdle and Capt
Faulder arrived at the 174Battalion of the York and Lancaster Regiment oz 21
and 229 of April respectively.

General Armitage

A letter to Capt Faulder’s widow indicated that*had been on General Armitage’s
staff for about 10 days” during April 19%8(in the fortnight between the"7April
and the 2% April). The tone of the letter would seem to cate that Marjorie
Faulder would have recognised the name possibiy filewspaper coverage, but also
possibly from local or family link&?

The exact General Armitage and what my grandfaltiaer been doing whilst on his
staff is not known with certainty. Looking at tlietails of the three General
Armitages discovered in the recofflsone seems to stand out as being likely to be
known to Marjorie Faulder. This is Charles Clem@nmitage - later General Sir
Clement Armitage (Figure 29). He was born in Hudtleld (probably the Edgerton
area) in 1881 (4 years before Harold) and educateMarlborougi his father
Charles Ingram Armitage was a Woollen Merchant Blahufacturer so might well
have been known to the Faulder and Lendrum famii¢she time Charles Clement
Armitage was not yet a full Genetgl but may have been holding a local or acting
rank.

General Sir Clement Armitage’s obituary in the T#nealso states “He was an
Administrative and General Staff Officer at GHQ amul the staffs of the 14th, 8th
and 31st Divisions.” The i4York and Lancaster Battalion was in the*3ivision.
As Harold Faulder had secondments td' ®tigade level within this division, it is
possible that Clement Armitage knew he was around therefore after the
disbandment of the f4he sought him out. Elsewhéfe| have seen Armitage
referred to as one of Haig's liaison officers.

98 4 Entrenching Battalion War Diary, 1918

9 2/4" Bn York and Lancaster Regiment War Diary, 1918

100 1 /4" B York and Lancaster Regiment War Diary, 1918

101 | etter from Clifford Brierley to Marjorie Fauldéquoted in full later).

192 have recently noted that the Huddersfield JP phavided the character reference for H Fauldernnhe applied for his

commission was | think (if | read the signaturereotly) a W H Armitage. This is probably the Walih Henry Armitage
who was at one time Joseph Sewell Faulder's executo

108 vzarious records, principally the Medal Index CarBsing: Armitage, Edward Hume CRA; Armytage, Gepryscough
GOC Infantry Brigade; and Armitage, Sir Charlesr@tat.

104The London Times, 17 December 1973, Obituary: Gdrigir Clement Armitage, KCB, CMG, DSO. Clemenimitage left
Marlborough, the year before Harold Faulder weetéh

105Army List, April 1918

106 30hn Hussey, Haig Fellow 1997
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Figure 29 - General Sir Charles Clement Armitage, poto with permission of Fred Carter
(Canada) - the photo is signed to Fred's grandfathiland Clement Armitage’s uncle and
Godfather)

We can only assume that Harold Faulder was calfgzh uo do some form of staff
project and this delayed his posting back to atffime battalion and may explain the
change in destination battalion.

Events near Ypres leading up to 26" April 1918
The pressure around the Belgium town of Ypres (ieper) in Flanders was intense
as it was seen as controlling access to the ch@anted. The Ypres Salient refered to

the eastern facing bulge in the front line aroumdes.

A number of events lead to the pressure on the &kfedtront increasing in early
1918;

« The Russian Revolution lead to an armistance orb&éember 1917 with
Germany which, following the Brest-Livotsk treaty® March 1918, allowed
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the Central Powers to transfer about a million p®¢and associated artillery)
from the Eastern Front to the Western Front.

« Onthe & April 1917, America had declared war on Gerntdrgnd by 1918
the number of American troops in Europe was begmro build up (even
though they did not take significant part in anytiaes until about May
1918)® Germany using the rail system was able to t@mspoops much
faster than the United States who had to rely ancecshipping.

» There had been mutinies in the French Army in I917.

* The British Army was significantly understrengthdain early 1918 had been
forced to reorganise from 12 battalions per divisio 9 battalions which had
significant organisational impacts.

* In addition the British Army on its right (Southgritank had been forced to
take over a significant length of French front-litte

* In January 1918, 400,000 Germans had publicallyegted in Berlin against
the war and the hunger that the country was sufferiThe New York Times
reported that 500,000 were on strike includinghe shipyeards at Kiel and
the Krupp works at Esséh

In March 1918 the Germans launched their Spring&ffze (which they called the
Kaiserschlacht and was led by Ludendorff) to tryl darce a victory before the
Americans were fully mobilised. The initial attasis from March 2% to April 5" on
the River Somme (The Michel Offensive) and theanfrApril 9" to 29" there was a
second offensive (The Georgette Offensive) on tiverRLys around the south of the
Ypres Salient. This Lys Offensive was also knowrhe Fourth Battle of Ypres.

Both offensives resulted in the Germans takingdaamounts of territory partly due

to their new tactic of using storm troopers to ovarallied positions and partly due to
those positions being thinly manned and not adedyuptepared for the defensive (as
opEosed to offensive) tactics forced on them by shertage of man-power. On
11" April 1918, with all British reserves committeddawith French reserves being
held back to protect Paris (which was now withinga of German Artillery), General

Haig issued his famous "backs to the wall"or "lasin" order**

... Victory will belong to the side that holds ouetlongest. ... There is no other
course open but to fight it out. Every positionginbe held to the last man. There
must be no retirement. With our backs to the walil believing in the justice of
our cause each one of us must fight on to the 8k safety of our homes and the
Freedom of mankind alike depend on the conduciaohene of us at this critical
moment.

The response of troops to such exhortations is kmmwn; however a cutting
(Figure 30) about the York and Lancaster Regimeosgibly from the Yorkshire Post

W07ys Congress 1917 Declaration of War

1081 the Battle of the Aisne, 27,000 Americans tpakt. (US Army Center for Military History website)
109 Edmonds, 1935, Official History 1918 Volume 1, p8

1o Edmonds, 1935, Official History 1918 Volume 1, pp53

m Edmonds, 1935, Official History 1918 Volume 1, pg21

112 New York Times 31 Jan 1918

13 Douglas Haig 1918 Special Order of the Day
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or Huddersfield Examiner) might indicate the pubtood. It probably cannot be

taken as absolute truth. The quote alleged to haea made by an officer that, "... it

was marvellous how our chaps laughed at the machindire; he had seen them pay
far more attention to a shower of rain." would preadly prophetic.

HOW THE YORK AND L. « £IER MEN |
i : FOUGHT. 1
_’ ‘A fine tribute to men of the York and Lancaster

Regiment 1s gontained in a letter written by Nurse
| Annip Ryalls, of Wath-on-Dearne, to her sister.

You should see how cheerful the wounded are (she
writes). You can tell by their. very looks that we are |
winning. The York and Lancasters are particularly
well spoken of as a plucky lot of chaps, and. I feel &
proud to know that your boy is one of them. Their
«fame will ring throughout the land when the full story
i comes to be told. They never fear death; and those
',Whﬂ fall, fall with their faces to the foe: “You should |
' have seen them run, nurse,” one boy said; *‘ ch, you {

would have laughed I”” The officers in the ship said they | .
| never .saw anything - finer than the way our men'|:

marched, singing and cheering, into that bath of lead. |-
+They never %ad to urge them on, but always fto hold
Jf-"them back. One captain said it was marvellous how

our chaps laughed at the machine gun fire; he had seen .

them pay far more attention to a s%:,qw‘er- of rain. They

o R

Figure 30 - Wartime cutting, origin unknown. From papers of Marjorie Faulder, in author's
possession

A map (Figure 31) - unattributed - but found on mavebsites shows the extent of
the German advance.
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Figure 31 - The area around Ypres at the time of th German Lys Offensive in April 1918
showing army groups (xxxx) (Scale: Dunkirk - Ypress about 25miles / 40km).
Original attribution unknown - probably War Office, © Crown Copyright (Licence 9155)

The 1/4'" Battalion

In mid April the 1/4" Battalion had taken a hammering. The summaryeetid of
the April 1918 War Diary’ lists the strength of the battalion through thentho

Officers Other Ranks

5™ April 1918 41 939
12" April 1918 42 932
19" April 1918 20 563
26" April 1918 24 593

The same summary indicates that Capt Faulder jamedattalion on 2% April (the
day after M Clemonceau had inspected the battaleam to Poperingne). They spend
the next three days refitting and training in tleap-frog method of attack”.

14 1/4" Bn York and Lancaster Regiment War Diary, 1918
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Part C: The Final Hours - Vierstraat 26" April 1918

Background

In the Ypres Salient, the Germans (as part of Qper&eorgette) had just captured
Mount Kemmel on 28 April 1918 (Figure 32).

Figure 32 - Frontline South of Ypres, April 1918, Unknown Source. Press cutting found (loose)
in the papers of Marjorie Faulder

This was nearly the limit of the final German adwanthe limit being marked by a

demarcation stone on the Vierstraat to Hallebaat rcdose to the front line in the
afternoon of 28 April.
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Different aspects of that day can be gained frorargety of documents.
148™ Brigade War Diary

The War Diary of this brigad€records:

2pm 25th April Brigade moved by route march touiteanity of
OUDERDOM and assembled in trenches. ... The Brigae 0 be prepared
either to strengthen the line or to take part iucter attack.

11:45pm The Brigade will take over a portion ofrfirtine
(CHEAPSIDELINE) between left flank 9th K.O.Y:12.) 64th Brigade, about N15
b99 and the HALLEBAST-VIERSTRAAT RD to-night. ifieewill be held with
1/5th York and & Lancs. on right and 1/4th York @dtancs. on left - both units
in the line with 1/4th K.O.Y.L.I. taking up a pamit 500 yards in the rear of the
CHEAPSIDE LINE ... .

A counter attack will be carried out at 3:00 ato-
morrow, 28'inst. by 39 French Division on right and 25Division on left ... a
barrage will come down 250 yards in front of the EAPSIDE LINE and will move
forward at the rate of 100 yards per four minuted” York and Lancs. and )5
York and Lancs. holding this line will push forwander this barrage to the LA
POLKA - VIERSTRAAT line ... .

The Diary also contains a map (Figure 33) showlggdisposition of the brigade.

Figure 33 - part of Trench Map from the War Diary of 148th Brigade.
The La Polka - Vierstraat line is the main road ruming NNE to SSW from Vierstraat.
WO 95/2804 The National Archives, London, © Crown @pyright (Licence 9155)

1594 Infantry Brigade War Diary, 1918
16 King’s Own Yorkshire Light Infantry
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1/4" Battalion York & Lancaster Regiment War Diary

The war diary of this battaliotirecords:

12:30am 26th April Orders received for Bdg to méomsvard and take
over a portion of the FRONT LINE (CHEEPSIDE LINEMseen left flank of 9th
KOYLI (64th 1.B.) about N15 b 9.9 and the HALLE BAS/IERSTRAAT Rd. The
Battn took over the "BLUE LINE" from the VIERSTRARI'N10 b 4.7 to N10 a
9.1 . HQ was established in a dugout at N10 a %1& Y&L Rgmt were on our
right and XXII Corps Mounted Troops on our lefteThove was completed about
3.30am.

At 13.30am orders had also been received to tleetdfiat a counter-attack would
be carried out by 39th French Division on the riglitour new position and by the
25th British Division on our left. The Bde wouldtla¢ same time push forward
under a barrage to the LA POLKA-VIERSTRAAT LINE acclpy it.

4.25am The attack took place. The barrage whichtwéasl|
250 yds in front of the BLUE LINE was absoluteldequate and 5 or 6 German
machine guns which had been pushed forward ont€ HEEEPSIDE Rd (running
from N10 b 8.5 to N10 b 0.2 **) were quite untowthEhere was fortunately a
heavy mist which covered the beginning of our adgdt as soon as the
movement was noticed the machine guns on the CHBEEH®d opened fire and
rendered further advance impossible. The Battnfwa®d to withdraw to the
BLUE LINE having lost several officers, includilgge Company Commanders,
and about a third of its strength in casualties.

The positions detailed above have been superimposeal Google Earth Satellite
view of the area (Figure 34). The trench from whible battalion launched their
attack was in a slight hollow and they had to adeanp a slope towards the
Cheapside Road (Figure 35).

From 8-10am, and again from 3-3.45pm the whole&tegarea was very heavily
bombarded but the rest of the day was comparatiyaigt.

At dusk the Battn took over a further 130 yardsarit from the 5th Y&L Rgt to
enable that Battn to fill a gap between their rigind the left of the 9th KOYLI on
their right

Casualties Officers killed- Capt H. FAULDER, Lt T.P. BRADBURY, 2ndLts
R.J.R. PENROSE, P.P. McCARDLE

Officers wounded Lt W.D.G. GIFFORD M.C. and 2Lt H. PAYNE

Officers missing 2Lt W. BECK D.C.M.

OR 17 Killed 65 Wounded and 9 missing

17 9/47 Bn York and Lancaster Regiment War Diary, 1918
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Figure 34 - Positions referred to in the 1/4th Bn %L War Diary, superimposed on Google Earth
Satellite view of area (with Trench Map Overlay © Gown Copyright (Permission 9155)). The
Blue line is about 500m long and the Suffolk cematetwo fields north of the pushpin marking
the Cheapside Road (now KriekStraat)

Figure 35 - “A Corner of A Foreign Field”, View from the Cheapside Road across the Suffolk
Cemetery, Photo: David Faulder (The trench from with the 1/4" Y&L came on 26 April 1918 is
in the hollow marked by the trees in the distancethey were attempting to take the Cheapside
Road)
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Commonwealth War Graves Commission Debt of Honour
database and Soldiers/Officers Died database

The Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CW®ept of Honourdatabase -
accessed vi&eoff's Search Engiff€ combined with theSoldiers Died in the Great
War (SDGW)* and Officers Died in the Great W&t records the following as killed
or dying on that day:

Name Rank Unit Memorial or Grave
Allan, Thomas Dixon Pte 1st/4th Tyne Cot Memorial Panel 125 to 128.
Atkinson, Ralph Pte 1st/4th Tyne Cot Memorial Panel 125 to 128.
Beck, William 2ndLt  6thBn
Benn, William L/Cpl 1st/4th Wulverghem-Lindenhoek Road Military Cemetery Il F. 6.
Bradbury, Thomas Piers Lt 7th ~ DoW  Tyne Cot Memorial Panel 82 to 85 and 162A.
attd 1st/4th
Brookfield, A L/Cpl 1/4th"B" Co  Suffolk Cemetery, Vierstraat C. 15.
Brooks, Joe Pte 1st/4th Tyne Cot Memorial Panel 125 to 128.
Brown, Donald Ernest Pte 1st/4th Tyne Cot Memorial Panel 125 to 128.
Dean, James Pte 1st/4th Tyne Cot Memorial Panel 125 to 128.
Dyson, Tom L/Cpl 1/4th ~ "A"  Suffolk Cemetery, Vierstraat C. 7.
Coy.
Faulder, Harold Capt 3rd Tyne Cot Memorial Panel 125 to 128.
attd1st/4th
Foster, Arthur L/Cpl 1st/4th Tyne Cot Memorial Panel 125 to 128.
Gamwells, Austin Pte 1st/4th Tyne Cot Memorial Panel 125 to 128.
Green, Alfred Pte 1st/4th Klein-Vierstraat British Cemetery IV. D. 29.
Haworth, Frank Pte 1st/4th Tyne Cot Memorial Panel 125 to 128.
Hinchcliffe, Charles Edward Pte 1st/4th Suffolk Cemetery, Vierstraat D. 4.
Hudson, George Cpl 1st/4th Tyne Cot Memorial Panel 125 to 128.
Hutchinson, P CF Pte 1st/4th Suffolk Cemetery, Vierstraat C. 13.
Kennedy, Edward L/Cpl 1st/4th Tyne Cot Memorial Panel 125 to 128.
McArdle, Peter Paul 2nd Lt 1st/2nd Tyne Cot Memorial Panel 61 to 63
Cheshire
attd 1st/4th
Mell, Herbert Pte 1st/4th Tyne Cot Memorial Panel 125 to 128.
Parker, Robert William Pte 1st/4th Tyne Cot Memorial Panel 125 to 128.
Parkins, GW Pte 1st/4th Suffolk Cemetery, Vierstraat C. 17.
Penrose, Robert John Rowson  2nd Lt 1st/4th .
Richardson, W Pte 1st/4th Suffolk Cemetery, Vierstraat C. 19.
Stables, F Pte 1st/4th Suffolk Cemetery, Vierstraat C. 16.
Strafford, David Cpl 1st/4th Suffolk Cemetery, Vierstraat C. 3.
Symons, Clifford Cpl 1st/4th Tyne Cot Memorial Panel 125 to 128.
Thickett, George William Pte 1st/4th Tyne Cot Memorial Panel 125 to 128.
Twite, S Pte 1st/4th Suffolk Cemetery, Vierstraat C. 6.
Wagstaff, Frank Pte 1st/4th
Walters, B Pte 1st/4th Suffolk Cemetery, Vierstraat C. 14.
Wigglesworth, W Cpl 1st/4th Suffolk Cemetery, Vierstraat C. 4.
Wiles, Willie Pte 1st/4th Tyne Cot Memorial Panel 125 to 128.
Woffenden, Joe Pte 1st/4th Tyne Cot Memorial Panel 125 to 128.
Wright, Sidney Victor Pte 1st/4th Tyne Cot Memorial Panel 125 to 128.

This list of 36 compares to the 4 Officers and 1fAeD Ranks recorded on the day in
the War Diary. Presumably some of the 36 died otinds received in previous

actions and some are in the number originallydisie wounded at the time the diary
was written up.

118 Geoff's Search engine dmitp://www.hut-six.co.uk/cgi-bin/search14-21.pbpe to changes proposed by CWGC, this ability
to search by date and unit may soon be disabled.
% Soldiers Died in the Great War 1914-1919 - acakémeme by South Tyneside Library
120 5fficers Died in the Great War 1914-1919 - acocedee me by South Tyneside Library
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Lt Bradbury and 2nd Lt McArdle were actually witf Bn Duke of Wellington's
(West Riding Regiment) and 1f2Cheshire respectively, and attached td"IV&L.
My Grandfather was with"3Y&L attached 1/4 Y&L. 2™ Lt Beck (originally listed
in the War Diary as missing) is listed as killeddfficers Died in the Great War

Imperial War Museum (IWM) staff have expressed saepthat someone (such as
Captain Faulder) whose body was not recovered doeltisted as killed on the day,
stating that it would be normal to initially postich people as missing. | do not know
if this was common practice or a modern day deduacti

Of this list of 36, twenty are listed as commemedaat Tyne Cot and two others are
commemorated on other Memorials to the Missing.addition thirteen are listed as
buried in cemeteries which at the time were in Garrhands (eleven in the Suffolk,
one in Godezonne Farm and one at Wulverghem-LinognliRoad). Only one is
listed as being buried in cemeteries that werehattime in British hands. Some
commemorated on the Memorials to the Missing mawehaeen buried in graves
destroyed in subsequent actions andtwad those now listed as buried in cemeteries
that at the time were in German hands may welkebiaternments following post-war
grave concentrations. Even taking this in to actoartentative conclusion might be
that very many of those killed on the"2&ere left on the battlefield.

The Telegram

The War Office would usually sent telegrams to raxin of officers; next of kin of
other ranks would usually receive a letter.

deeply regret to inform you that Capt H Faul der
York and Lancaster Regt was killed in action twenty
sixth april the arnmy council express their

synpat hy'#

The telegram received by my grandfather's widowrjdfee Faulder (Figure 36) has
an address that is not the address given in mydéutrer's service record as the
address for his next of kin. However, when he segdphis, he was unmarried and his
next of kin was his mother. His service recérshows that two telegrams were sent:

1. To 2 Wellfield Road, Huddersfielthome of his mother) addressed to
"Mrs Faulder”
2. To 97 Valley Drive, Harrogat@ddressed to "Mrs Faulder"

I know my grandmother had relatives in Harrogateitsis possible that she was
staying with them either long-term or having jusived up to stay with them having
heard rumout that her husband had died. | can find no record ofarital home. |

21 \ve know (see later) that those buried in the Skiffieere recovered from the battlefield in Octob&d &
122 Secretary of the War Office, 1918
123 Service Record, Harold Faulder

124 My Great Aunt, Miss Evelyn Faulder MM, (sister blarold Faulder) was serving in the First Aid Nugsi¥eomanry
(FANY) at the time and it is understood that shes fiest to hear the news of her brother's deatimfeosoldier that she was
transporting. (One hopes it was not the resulhefunnamed soldier attempting to chat her up).
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believe my grandfather returned to his unit - tigmd Y&L at Hylton Camp,
Sunderland - almost immediately after his marridgger my grandmother gave her
address as Wellfield Road, so it would seem thathey she was living with her
mother-in-law.

Figure 36 -War Office Telegram to Mrs Faulder, 4" May 1918, in author's possession

I do not know if the War Office normally would hagent two telegrams (one to the
mother and one to the widow), or whether my greahdmother on receiving the first
telegram would have responded to the War Office ity had the wrong address or
the wrong next of kin.

Subsequently Marjorie Faulder received the standalelgram from Buckingham
Palace 27 May 1918.

THE KING AND QUEEN DEEPLY REGRET THE LOSS YOU AND THE ARMY HAVE
SUSTAINED BY THE DEATH OF YOUR HUSBAND IN THE SERVICE OF HIS COUNTRY
THEIR MAJESTIES TRULY  SYMPATHISE WITH YOU IN YOUR  SORROW

KEEPER OF THE PRIVY PURSEL2>

The Letter

Following a death, the convention was that an effim the deceased’s unit would
write to the next of kin. No such letter has bfsmd from the 1/ Y&L; however a
letter (Figure 37) was found at the bottom of anfilg trunk” shortly after my father
died. It is probable that the writer volunteereddke on the task. It was written 10
days after his death, so it is possible that tiveas a more immediate letter from
Harold’s battalion commander which has not survived

125 Keeper of the Privy Purse, Buckingham Palace, 1918
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Figure 37 - Letter from Lt-Col Sidney Clifford Brie rly to Marjorie Fell Faulder, 6™ May 1918
in author’s possession, used with permission of Brily Family

Movwiag May oth
My dear Mag’or’u&,

[ was very shocked this morming to hear of Harold's death + hardly
know how to write to You to express my) sympathy. His battalion had come near
to us last night + had walkeo over hoping to see him this morning when they
tolol we the news of his death. it would have made You very proud, Marjorle, to
hear the splendiod way beth the officers + wen who | sow tallked about him.
Though he'dl only) been a few days with them, they'd found out what a fine
officer he was + his C.O. said what a great Loss it was to lose . | also weet a
L/Cpl Horne, who was formerly with him b the 14% Y+L, + was near hbm
when he was hit on the 2. He was golng forward with his Company in an
attack, + had just told this man to wateh a German M.G., when he was hit by a
budlet + Rilled umediately.

[think wetobstpiort You may) know that [ met Harold on the 21 + we'dl arvanged to meet
0s he was anxious to talie over Huddersfield. He was in great spivits thew + had been on
Gen Armitage's staff for ten days.

H 1 can be of oy help 1 shall e glad to try to find out anything  can for
You. | understand that owing to the fact that the battallon had to vetire
afterwards, they were unable to bring Harold’s body back. Al his belongings
have been sent off to England.
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[ hope that You will accept my very O{eep sgmpatl% [ your trouble. We
who ave spared must see to ik that Havold diol not walke the sacrifice n vain.

Bvery yours s’w»ceretg
Clifford ‘érﬂev%

Please Let Mrs Faulder lewow how we all malss Havoldl.

This letter is probably the nearest we will getktmwing what actually happened.
Lt-Col Sidney Clifford Brierly DSO was with the )4OYLI late on in the war and
this battalion formed the second line in the foiorabf the morning of 2B April.
Letters of condolence are known to "pull their pheg' and therefore | am wary of
the "killed immediately". The tone of the lettereffinning "My Dear Marjorie")
indicates that Clifford Brierly clearly knew Marjer Faulder well (from Census
records it would appear that as children they wareost neighbouf8, and his
brother and father attended the funeral of her &edher, Robert Féff) so he may
well have softened the blow. We may wonder theeefbCaptain Faulder took some
time to die having been left as the rest of hisgany moved on.

As mention previously, staff at the Imperial War $8um had expressed surprise that
he was not initially posted as "Missing" given tlaabody was not recovered. | have
not found any reference to him being posted asingsso | would conclude that
when a roll call was done after the action, theerenenough people able to give
sufficient evidence to conclude that he had bedledki Perhaps L/Cpl Horne's
testimony was thought conclusive; in which case,dbath may have been as Lt Col
Brierly reported. It is also, unfortunately possildhat the battalion in looking out
across no man’s land after the action saw the bledyroyed by shellfire.

The Official History

The Official Histories were compiled by the Histml Section of the Committee of
Imperial Defence and published between 1922 an®.19%he volume relating to
France and Belgium in March and April of 1%%8wvas published in 1937, and
chapters XXII and XXIII deal with the Second Battie Kemmel 28" and 26' April
1918 (pages 409 to 441). Summarising the actiothemorning of 28 it said:

The counter-attack was over. The troops conceieiet had failed on account of bad
staff arrangements, poor artillery supports, aedabk of drive exhibited by the French
infantry. There had been a useless waste oblife;battalion commander even sent in a
very strongly worded protest against what he callgus discreditable affair”.
Nevertheless some results of value had been obitafivet, the French had established
a continuous defended line between the enemy amavélak scattered units which,
during the previous afternoon and night, had forrtied only barrier to the German
entry into the Flanders plain : and, secondly, [therman]Alpine Corps the 56th
Division, and part of thd9th Reserve Divisigrwhich the counter-attack had struck,
were pinned down by it and took no part in the Garrattack on this day.

126 One of his grandsons - also a member of the @veat~orum - has confirmed CB's identity and indidahat he is happy for me to
publish this letter. In addition other artefactsfsas 1900's dance cards) have confirmed theliatkgeen the families.

127 Probably the Yorkshire Post (possibly Huddersfigidminer) reporting the Funeral of Robert Felll&nApril 1910

128 Compiled by Brigadier-General Sir James E. Edmonds
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War Office letter

The War Office letter (of 10th June 1922) to MagdFaulder (in response to a letter
from her father enquiring about the location of Hagtalion) is not particularly useful
other than saying that the battalion was “600 - y&@ls west of Vierstraat a village
south of Ypres™. It does not say anything about the directionthef action or give
any clue as to where Capt Faulder fell.

129War Office to Mrs Faulder, 1922b
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Part D: The Aftermath

Family Aftermath

A local paper (either the Huddersfield ExaminerYarkshire Post) carried a brief
death notice (Figure 38).

Figure 38 - Harold Faulder Obituary, possibly Huddesfield Examiner or Yorkshire Post,
in the papers of Marjorie Faulder in author’'s possasion

HUDDERSFIELD SOLDIERS KILLED IN ACTION

Captain HAROLD FAULDER (33), York and Lancaster Regiment, has been
killed in action. He was the eldest son of the late Mr. Joseph T Faulder (of
the firm Messrs. Stothart and Faulder, formerly Merchants in Huddersfield)
and of Mrs Faulder of 2, Wellfield Road, Marsh. He was with Mr John
Edward Crowther at Bank Bottom Mills, Marsden, for about six years as
manager of the weaving department. Subsequently he was in business as a
woollen manufacturer in Colne Road, Huddersfield, for about two years, and
later he held a position at the Peacedale Woollen Mills, U.S.A. He had left
there to join the forces in April 1915, had been at the front since June, 1916
and was mentioned in despatches January last. He leaves a widow, who is
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. R. Lendrum, of Huddersfield.**°

In Peace Dale, the local paper, carried a shottiaty:

130 Obituary in local (Huddersfield) paper as yet @miified - possibly Huddersfield Examiner of YorkghPost.
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Harold Faulder Killed in Action

Captain Harold Faulder, thirty-three, York and Lancaster Regiment, has
been killed in action. For two years or so he was employed in the Mills of the
Peace Dale Manufacturing company, and boarded with Mrs. John R. Dixon
on Church street. Captain Faulder, whilst here, made many friends and was
well liked by all who knew him. He left Peace Dale to join the forces in April,
1915. He had been at the front since June, 1916, and was mentioned in
despatches January last. He married after leaving Peace Dale. His death is
much regretted by his acquaintances here.**

The likely fate of the body

Clifford Brierly’s letter indicates that the baitah was “unable to bring Harold’s

body back” and it was probably never identifiedbelieve very much to the distress
of his widow, my grandmother, and the anxiety agat fof my father. The fact that he
is commemorated on the wall at Tyne Cot, means nbabody or grave has been
identified. There are a number of options as totwiay have happened following the
action:

* The body was left on the battlefield and was dgstidoy subsequent shellfire.
The War Diary? records that on 26April the area was heavily bombarded 8-
10am and 3 to 3:45pm, and again the next day 4.¥%5af and 7-7.45pm.

» The body got covered over by the effects of shellbr weather.

* The Germans recovered the body and temporarilyetutinearby. | am told
by Roel*, whose Great Grandfather died a few weeks laghtifig in the
same area (but for the Germans), that often temypdrarials were mass
burials in a bit of trench that was being abandoned

* The body was left exposed on the ground.

The body may have been subsequently recovered ametlb but due to the lack of
any record, this could only have been in a “knowtouGod” grave.

Subsequent Occupation of the Area

The area west of Vierstraat was fought over extehgibetween April and September
1918, by a variety of units including:

* May 1918: German Reserve Infanterie Regiment 238

» Various French units.

« August 1918: B German Division

» Between August 23rd and 30th 1918: us" Aivision ("O'Ryan's
Roughnecks")

181 Obituary in Peace Dale paper as yet unidentifipdssibly Providence Journal.

132 114" B York and Lancaster Regiment War Diary, 1918

133 Roel22 is a member of the Great War Forum - agrirett forum. He wrote “The purple line in Googlep4 shows same the
trench my German gr-grandfather was killed in actMay 14th 1918. ... | do know my gr-grandfatheraedip was
brought in from no man’s land by his best friend d&uried in a mass grave. | have reasons to betfésemass grave was
in a disused part of the trench which you have edrén Google Maps”. This would be the trench frehich Harold
Faulder went over the top for the last time.
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« 1st September 1918 - "I Hampshires

An aerial view of the battle ground (Figure 39)whkdhe utter devastation of the area.

-, &
M

Cheapside

Figure 39 - Ariel view of the battleground July 198, Possibly War Office © Crown Copyright
(Licence 9155)

War Time Clearances

If the body were recovered during the war, it wobétve been buried locally. Such
recoveries were not exhumations, just recoverypbsed bodies. | suspect that if his
body was found during the war it probably lies meaf the four smaller cemeteries
(Figure 40) nearer Vierstraat. | note for instartbat the Suffolk Cemetery at

Vierstraat contains 8 unknowns. The CWGC says:

Apart from one burial made in November 1917, th&fi@k] cemetery was not used
again until October 1918 when the"38abour Group buried men killed during the
German advance the previous April, all but two dfom belonged to the 14and
1/5" York and Lancasters. At this time, it was callelie@pside Cemetery. Suffolk
Cemetery contains 47 First World War burials, eigfithem unidentified®

The notes on the other three cemeteries (KemmellNd&lein Vierstraat, and
Godezonne Farm) nearby do not contain such refesetacthe specific action and to
the 1/4" Y&L. | have yet to find any other references tortivae recoveries in this
area. It is therefore possible that if the body wasdestroyed by subsequent shellfire

134 L .
Commonwealth War Graves Commission, Cemeteriessitéeb
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(the most probable fate), it may be in one of tighte'known unto God” graves at the
Suffolk Cemetery.

Figure 40 - Map showing location of CWGC Cemeterierear to Vierstraat Kriekstraat is
modern-day name for Cheapside Road (from Google Eér)

Looking at the gravestones at the Suffolk, the hwo-York and Lancaster burials are
two of the unknowns (all other graves identify tfegiment). This leaves six
unknown York and Lancaster burials. Three aretitied as Privates and two as
Corporals. The remaining one has no identifiek.rdhthe body of Captain Faulder
was recovered during the war, then it is probah# this (Figure 41) is the only
grave where it could be.

Figure 41 - David Faulder at The Suffolk CemeteryVierstraat, May 2009
| am afraid | did not note who took the photographfor me
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Post war Clearances

After the war the battlefields were “cleared” bybloair Corps search parties looking
for formally buried bodies but probably also recovg those just covered over by the
effects of shellfire or land movement) and movedvtachever formal cemetery was
open for burials.

This gruesome task took its toll on those doingsdaches and trying to identify the
bodies. Peter Hodgkinson writing in the Journathe Centre for First World War
Studies reports one the more restrained responses,

“Reverend J. Bickersteth described typical postrtratic symptomatology in the
men carrying out clearing:

It is piteous work this collecting of dead ... aftieree or four days in the forward
area too, it tries the nerves and causes a curlond of irritability which was quite
infectious — all the party being cross and outeshper, and it was quite easy to find
oneself heatedly arguing some trivial point forapparent reasoxxiir **

The clearance companies were guided in their worlBbdy Density Maps that
showed the number of known (deliberate) burialsviptesly notified to the
Directorate of Graves Registration and Enquirese Body Density Map for the area
near Vierstrad® indicates there were about 37 burials in the ntame (1000 yards
each way - about a square kilometre) that inclhdettlefield.

Rank and Mentions in Despatches

Rank

The War diary of the 1/4 Battalion of the Yorks and Lancaster regiment &mel
Commonwealth War Graves Commission refers to Hafeddlder as “Captain”.
Later when the War Office started referring to l@mLieutenant Faulder, this caused
considerable distress to his widow and a corresparel between her father and the
War Office and the intervention of Major Leslie &ty (brother of Clifford and later
Professor of International Law at Oxford and a Molsarg Prosecutor) - all to no
avail. According to his service recoéfd(the majority of which consists of post-
mortem correspondence about his rank), Marjorieldeaureceived the gratuity and
pension applicable to the widow of a Lieutenant.

Whilst he died leading a company (which normallyrieal the rank of Captain or
sometimes Major), and was known by his battaliofGegptain”, and had a few weeks
before been acting commanding officer of thé" Bbhttalion, the official record,

135 Hodgkinson, Journal of the Centre for First Woilthr Studies Issue 6 p41, quoting Béckersteth Diaries, p. 274
This Journal describes the search, exhumation emdtial process in detail.

136 pirectorate of Graves Registration and Enquirége$28, Major Square N 10

137 )
Service Record, Harold Faulder
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according to the London Gazette (actually publisagdr his death) said that on the
disbanding of the 1battalion he had “relinquished” his temporary rank

His father-in-law, Mr R. H. Lendrum had written q&u16" 1922) to the War Office,
saying:

... It looks uncommonly like robbing the dead, or as through when he fell in
defence of his country he had been degraded. Is this the way to treat those who
gave up secure billets in other countries voluntarily to come home at their
motherlands need? ...**®

Two factors seem to have been key to this decision.

1) The temporary rank of Captain was given whitet New Armies (of which the
Barnsley Pals were a part) had “need of his sesticélis transfer on the disbanding
of the 2% Barnsley Pals to an Entrenching Battalion took bim of the New Armies,
so by definition he lost his temporary rank - ualike officers that he oversaw posted
from the battalion to the sister “new army” batiali the 13 Battalion (the T
Barnsley Pals), York and Lancaster Regiment.

2) Once he had joined the f/4York and Lancaster Battalion and been given
command of a Company he would have been in lineegain the rank of Captain.
However, he did not live long enough to qualify. lefter from Capt Branson (of the
1/4" York and Lancaster Regiment) to the War Office 2 January 192¢, in
answer to a query about Harold Faulder’s rank sei@ithe fact that he had not served
the required 14 days to be granted the acting odrikaptain. It is of course possible
that whilst on General Armitage’s staff he may hawmlified at an earlier date to
regain his rank, and the combination of his tensdaith General Armitage and the
five with the 1/4" York and Lancs, would have regained him his rank.

A letter (in the service filé)® from Lieutenant-General, Sir W E Peyton (Military
Secretary) to R. H. Lendrum (Marjorie Faulder'shéa written on % August 1922,
concludes:

At the time of his death your son-in-law was
serving with the 1/4th Battalion, York and Lancaster
Regi ment, as a Lieutenant commandi ng a conpany, and had
not at the tine been granted the rank of Captain.

I amto assure you that there was no intention
of wounding Ms Faulders feelings or of depriving your
son-in-law of any rank, but this departnment is obliged
in official correspondence to refer to all officers in
accordance with the various gazette notifications which
have appeared regardi ng them

138 R.H. Lendrum to War Office, in Service File, Hatdtaulder
139 Capt Branson to War Office, n Service File, Hare&ilder
140War Office to R. H. Lendrum, in Service File, Haré-aulder
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I am Sir, Your obedient servant,

However, in the service file is an earlier draftttwian additional penultimate
paragraph which was removed following an interrahment which said “We felt
some doubt about the para X in 3A (Figure 42),tbak it that it was a custom which
had M.S’s sanction.” The draft 7A removes any m@ahension which might arise.

Figure 42 - Original Draft Letter to R. H. Lendrum from Military Secretary, War Office
WO0339/48300 At The National Archives © Crown Copyght (Licence 9155)

The removed para X read:
| amto add, however, that for all purposes of

reference, your son-in-law may be described as Captain,
as such rank would have been granted to him had he
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lived to relinquish his commssion after the War, he
having held that rank for a period in excess of siXx
nont hs.

So, it would appear that his father-in-law was tighere was a third factor key to the
decision:

3) He got killed.

It is quite possible that he did not realise he los rank on transferring from a New
Army battalion and until some functionary at the MZdfice processed the gazetting
of his “relinquishing his rank”, no one else didher. A letter in the name of the
Commander in Chief, British Army of the Rhine weitton # June 1919 states:

He was bearing the badges of the rank at the time of his
deat h, but was not hol ding the rank.

I am sure that my father was aware that there hehlsome question about his
father’s rank but | doubt if he knew the full détaias | do not think he ever saw his
father’s service record. Possibly, he was wortied there had been a demotion due
to some form of disgrace, which may explain hisicilnce to explore his father’s
history. He took great pleasure in a modern puntd a memorial certificate on the
Commonwealth War Graves Commission’s website, d#agrhis father as “Captain
Faulder”. It was one of the few things he took itite hospice the day before he died.

My grandmother may also have keenly felt the imphoth financially and socially.
Financially she received a reduced pension andiigygtvhich was further reduced
by the War Office reclaiming over-payment of £7-li/allowances paid after Harold
Faulder had relinquished the rank of Captgin His Joint Executor, H. L. Calvert,
wrote (18" January 1919) to the War Office to query thisistathat he, “...was
senior Cptn. but one with the i¥4rork. & Lanc. Rgt. As such he was in charge of
“A” Coy at the time of his deatf®. His widow and the son (my father) to whom she
gave birth just over ten weeks after Harold’s dea#ty have struggled (compared to
the life style to which they were accustomed) desgipport from the family.

Socially, her friends’ husbands were senior oficétarold’s brother George Bertram
was an acting Major, and yet Harold (the eldest @his parents’ marriage) died a
mere Lieutenant. She may well also have sufferemh fhaving made something of
the fact that he had temporary command of th® hattalion (which if sustained
would have lead to a rank of either acting Majomossibly acting Lt Colonel) and
therefore she might have had expectations of Higesing higher rank - which she
may have shared with her friends.

141 C-in-C British Army of the Rhine to War Office, Bervice File, Harold Faulder

142 Adjustment of Gratuity sheet, in Service Recordrdtd Faulder. This shows recovery of pay forpkeiod 27 April to 3¢"
April and allowances from 5February.

1431 L. calvert to War Office, in Service File, Had=aulder (The other executor was Marjorie Fayldieis quite likely that
he was viewed as senior “captain” but one withkattalion at the time of his death. The War di@gords that on that day
they lost three (of four) company commanders - wioald normally have been Captains or Majors; Hafeddlder was the
only Captain killed, other officers killed that daging Lieutenants and®Lieutenants.
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A further complication for Mrs Faulder may havesan from the will of Harold’s
father, Joseph Sewell Faulder (d 1903)This set up a life interest in his estate for
his widow Emily, to pass on her death to any “sgbiidren of mine living at my
decease and such grandchildren of mleing the issue of any child or children of
mine_dying in my lifetin)2 Harold Faulder did not die in his father'seliime, so
unless there was a private arrangement, Haroldisasmuld not have inherited from
his Grandfather, Joseph Sewell Faulder. Recentipdoestate accounts indicate that
Marjorie Faulder was allowed to stand in the platéder husband when the estate
was distributed on the death of Joseph Sewell Eagldvidow. When Joseph’s
widow, Emily, died she left her entire personab&st (which was not large) to her
daughter Emily, Harold’s oldest sister. Marjorieukger was an only child (her sister
Doris dying whilst an infant), so she may have nited private means from her father
(also a Woollen Merchant), or possibly via her neot{the eldest daughter of Robert
Fell, a Lead Merchant and Chemist).

Mentions in Despatches

Captain Harold Faulder was twice mentioned in deses; ¥ November 1917 and
7" April 1918. The commemorative cards (e.g. FigtBg issued after the war
show Harold Faulder as attached to the 14th Battalin both occasions.

14 brobate Copy: Carlisle Probate Registry, 1903

195 Wil of Emily Faulder, (Probate Copy) 1927 at Gsl#d Record Office: “SUBJECT to the payment of nunéral and
testamentary expenses and debts | give all myamdlpersonal estate to my Daughter Emily Story deauand appointer
her to be the Executrix of my will”

146Churchi|l, W.S., 19194 Faulder, Mentions in Despatches Carti¢ar Office, London
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Figure 43 - Certificate confirming a Mention in Depatches on 7 April 1918 (issued after the war
under the authority of Winston Churchill), in author's possession

These mentions were gazetted in the editions Bfl&cember 1917 {BSupplement)
published 21 December 1917 and $May 1918 (¥ Supplement) published 94
May 1918“. On the § January 1918 the Battalion War Diary records tketaf
members of the battalion who had been mentiongtlarNew Years Honours List;
this includes: “Mentioned in Despatches - Capt Hiéear™*.

Harold Faulder was shown as attached to tH® Rattalion when he got his second
Mention in Despatches o' April 1918. We know, however, that the Battalivas
disbanded in February 1918. This is likely to oade that the mention was earned
well before it was published. The alternative hatthe earned the second mention
whilst with the &' Entrenching battalion; as these were not Reginhamés his
battalion affiliation may have remained aéd“Bn attached 1%. It is unlikely that
the Entrenching Battalion would have been in actioe to it being stationed well
behind the line. However, in April 1918, a majoer@an advance may have brought
the Entrenching Battalion into action, or at leasider fire. The Entrenching
Battalion War Diary does not however mention amgn#icant action that might have
led to a mention in despatches.

147 Graham Col., 1918, War Office Letter to Mrs H Febaul
148 1 47 Bn York and Lancaster Regiment War Diary, 1918

© David S Faulder 4 May 2011 revision: 5.016 Pagef 73



As reported previously Harold Faulder relinquistieel temporary rank of Captain on
15 February 1918. The commemorative cards resgéygtiefer to 3 Lt. [temp.
Capt.] and Lt. [temp. Capt.]; this would again sopighe contention that both were
earned whilst with the 4battalion. His promotion to temporary Captain wasl5"
March 1917, which is therefore the earliest datetlie first mention. His promotion

to substantive Lieutenant was ofi November 1917 and is therefore the latest date
for the first mention and the earliest date forgheond mention.

Review of the various war diaries for the perioegslioot reveal the reason for these
mentions. The (standard) commemorative cards say were awarded for “gallant
and distinguished services”; this might possiblglude being a distinguished
Adjutant (from 18' May 1917 - which would fit the dates for the firaention) and
possibly for distinguished work (as acting commagdifficer) in winding up the 1%
battalion (February 1918 - which would fit the dafer the second mention). It is rare
for records of mentions in despatches to recorchtteal reason for the mention. We
shall probably never know for sure.

Postscript

The Times of 8 July 1918 (10 weeks after the death of Harold den)lcarried the
notice of the birth (Figure 44) of Harold Fauldeoigly child, my father.

FAULDER—On the ol July, at 82, Flachter-rond.
Horpstead, to Mungopte, whin of the l:ur Ei-r.m
and Aveyrasy H., Fittorm (York sod Lancasts:
E"’-‘ﬂh,—‘ Mhl

aarLl Fraf o wr - [ B -

Figure 44 - Birth Announcement, Harold Dick SewellFaulder 5th July 1918 in Times 8th July
1918

FAULDER - On 5" July, at 92 Finchley-road, Hampstead to MARJORIE,
wife of the late CAPTAIN and ADJUTANT H. FAULDER (York and
Lancaster Regt.) - a son.49

149 Times of & July 1918
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Appendix: Army Structure.

The following structure of the British Army is baksen that described by HornBy
and the order of battle of that part of the armyolaed in the battle when Harold
Faulder died is deduced from Bakérin summary, Armies consist of Corps, which
consist of Divisions, which consist of Brigades, iethin their turn consist of
Battalions. This analysis concentrates on theninja

The military forces on the Western Front were oiggth into a series of Armies;
nations would often have multiple Armies in theldieEach British Empire one was
usually commanded by a Lieutenant-General. In 1A@918, the British
Expeditionary Force (BEF) consisted of the follogviarmies (each of about 85,000
when at full establishment):

* First Army: Commanded by Sir Henry Horne

» Second Army.Commanded by Sir Herbert Plumer; in April recemdturned
from Italy to the Ypres Salient

* Third Army: Commanded by Sir Julian Byng

» Fourth Army: Commanded by Sir Henry Rawlinson (tbyiere-designated
Second Army when Plumer’s unit was moved to Italy)

* Fifth Army: Commanded by Sir Hubert Gough (The ReseArmy which
in March 1918 suffered heavy losses and was ndy fe-
established until May 1918)

Armies would normally consist of a Headquarterspsued by units of Army troops
(which would include Medical, Supply, Engineersd artillery etc.), plus a number
of units arranged into Army Corps - usually two Eomper Army. Corps, in this
context, referred to a hierarchical unit rathemtlspecific regimental style units such
as the Army Service Corps (ASC) or Rifle Corps. fdsimgly, also these Armies are
different to the “New Armies” previously referred!t The “New Armies” or
Kitchener Armies referred more to tranches of riégrorganised into New Army
Battalions, each of which could then be sent tocirthe above armies.

In late April 1918, Harold Faulder was in a uniatthvas part of Second Army, which
included the following Corps:

* IXCorps: Commanded by Lieutenant-General Alexarterdon
e XXII Corps: Commanded by Lieutenant-General Alexander Gadley

Corps would normally consist of a Headquartersragapported by units of Corps
troops, plus a number of units arranged into Davisi - at least two Divisions per
Corps. Corps, like Armies, were usually fairlytgtand divisions were rotated in and
out of various Corps as required.

150 Hornby, 2003 Western Front Association website

151 Baker, 20091.0ng Long Trail website: 49(West Riding) Division page

152 Details summarised from Baker, 200Bice Long Long Trail website: Armies page
153 Commanders determined from Official History FragcBelgium, 1918 Vol Il p531
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In late April 1918, Harold Faulder was part of XX@orps, which included the
following Divisions:

9™ (SCotish) Division

21° Division

25" Division

39" Division

49" (West Riding) Division
71 Brigade of ' Division
89" Brigade of 38 Division

O O0OO0OO0OO0OO0OOo

Divisions would again consist of a Headquarterspsuged by units of divisional
troops, plus a number of further units arranged Bitigades - three per Division. In
April a Division would total more than 18,000 whenfull strength; however by late
April, after the fighting in March and early Aprithey would have been severely
under-strength.

In late April 1918, Harold Faulder was part ofBivision (commanded by Major-
General N. Cameron) which included the followinggades:

o 146" (West Riding) Brigade
o 147" (2nd West Riding) Brigade
o 148" (3rd West Riding) Brigade

A brigade would consist of a small Headquarters @unumber of further units of
batteries of artillery and battalions of infantryuntil February/March 1918 four
battalions per brigade, but from March 1918 reduiwedhree per brigade - at full
strength a little over 4,000.

In late April 1918, Harold Faulder was part of thé8" Brigade (commanded by
Brigadier-General Green-Wilkins&f) which consisted of the following battalions:

o 1/4" Battalion, the King's Own Yorkshire Light Infant(iKOYLI)
o 1/4" (Hallamshire) Battalion, the York and Lancaster Regiment (Y&L)
o 1/5" Battalion, the York and Lancaster Regiment

An infantry battalion had a very small Headquariansl it was further divided into
four companies and at full strength would have badittle over 1000 officers and
men.

Harold Faulder joined the 1/4v&L (commanded by Lt Col R E Wilson) in late April
1918% and it is believed he was put in command of “Afrgany**.

1541 48" Infantry Brigade War Diary 1918

1559/4" Bn York and Lancaster Regiment War Diary, 1918

1%6 service Record: Harold Faulder, letters in hisviser record refers to him commanding a company, and to him
commanding “A” Coy.
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Companies were then divided into 4 Platoons, uguaimmanded by a Subaltern
(Lieutenant or Second Lieutenant), which would therdivided into Sections

Infantry Regiments were not units that formed part of the above
order of battle; they were units associated with the recruitment and
training of troops in the UK. Regiments can have a variable
number of battalions - the York and Lancaster Regiment in World
War One expanded to 3 Regular battalions, 6 Territorial battalions,
and 10 New Army battalions and 3 “other” battalions. These
battalions would be distributed across a number of brigades and
divisions. Usually, but not always, a soldier would serve in
battalions within the same regiment.
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Index of Figures and Context

Harold Faulder (Figure 1) was my Grandfather amrdl diuring World War One. During the life
of my late father, Harold Dick Sewell Faulder (Fig2), who was born a few weeks after
his father's death, there was some confusion laswche died. One story said that he had
been killed in No Man's Land one night whilst soagtwhilst another said he had been
hit by an artillery shell whilst in a forward obsation post. My father seemed reluctant to
research his father’s life, and toward the endisfown life seemed very concerned about
his father “lying in the mud of FIaNders”. ...ccce.vvvieeiici e 1

We knew that he had no known grave and the Commaltlw&/ar Graves Commission notes
(Figure 3) that he is commemorated at the TyneM@onorial (Figure 4)...........covvvvieeiieenees 2

Harold Faulder was the first son of Joseph Sewallder and Emily Story both of whom were
born in Cumberland. Since 1874 his father togethigh John Stothart (also from
Cumberland) had been trading as Stothart & FaMerollen Merchants) at the junction
of Brook Street and John William Street in Huddetdfin the West Riding of Yorkshire
(Figure 5, 6). Emily Story was the daughter of GeoStory, the draper with whom
Joseph lodged when he was an apprentice drapeariisl€ in 1861. Joseph and Emily
were married in St Cuthbert's parish church, Qarbs 11" October 1882. John Stothart
was one of the witnesses (possibly best Man)..............iiiiiiiiiiiiei e 6

Dr Rogers, the College archivist, also reports thahe 1904 version of the College Register
(based presumably on 1903 data), Harold is repatetiving at West Mount, Blacker
Road (Figure 7) - which was the family home in 11891 census - whilst curiously the
Register reports his father, Joseph, as living iata/V Street (Figure 8), Huddersfield.
Blacker Road is the sort of road where you woulgkeek a well-to-do businessman to live
(John Stothart lived next door); Water Street iscsie modest street although not as down
market as its location over the railway might SIBIgE. ........veieiiieeiieiiiiii e 8

The 1911 Census shows Harold and his sisters Eiirglyn and Jessie and his younger
Brother Ronald living at 2 Wellfield Road (Figurewith their mother. Bert was away at
School in Sedburgh. Harold was listed as a Matuifar: ..................eeeeviiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeneeeen. 11

Bank Bottom Mills in Marsden (just up the valleyrin Huddersfield) was one of the largest
mills in the district (Figure 10) and if he was raging the weaving department he held a
significant managerial post. The Mill was one ofnpawned by the Crowthers, who
were a well known (and probably relatively progress mill owning family. John
Edward Crowther owned the Marsden Mill COMPANY.. vt eeiieeiieiieiiieieeeeeeeeeviriiiaee e 12

In 1913 Harold went to the USA to work at PeaceeIMIll in Rhode Island, USA. There is a
Mr H Faulder on the passenger lists (Figure 11thefArabic (White Star Line) leaving
Liverpool for Boston (a logical port for someonavelling to Rhode Island) in November
1913. Whilst the age (28) matches and the profegditanufacturer) probably matches,
the last permanent residence (Wales) is not cuyrentlerstood. .................eeeeeveeereee e 13

According to the subsequent obituary in a papealloz Peace Dale, he left in April 1915 to
enlist. Passenger lists (Figure 12) reveal thathened on the Lusitania - departing from
New York and arriving at Liverpool on April 1 The Lusitania was sunk a few weeks
later by a German submarine GANAY 1915...........coooveiieeieeeeeeeeeee e 14

A week after returning from the United States, Hafeaulder enlisted as a Private in the Inns
of Court Officer Training Corps - a specialist béitin of the London Regiment. His
service record file shows that he enlisted off April 1915 at Lincoln's Inn, giving his
address as 2 Wellfield Road, Huddersfield, his mii¢thome at that time (Figure 13). He
was 30 years of age and was a volunteer; consmriptas introduced later that year. All
potential officers enlisted as PriVAteS. ... .o vevveeiiii e e 16
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In addition the assistant librarian at Lincoln's Bent me a copy of his entry in the history of

His commission as a Second Lieutenant is dateduttd 1915 (Figure 15). It was gazetted in
the LONAON GAZEIE: ....eeeiiiiiiie it ettt ettt et e e e e e e et ae e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e 18

Second Lieutenant Harold Faulder married Marjoe#i Eendrum, daughter of Robert Henry
Lendrum a Woollen Manufacturer also from Huddelsfien 2¢ November 1915 at Holy
Trinity Church, Huddersfield (Figure 16). The wisses were his brother, George
Bertram Faulder and Robert Henry Lendrum & Elizabeendrum, the latter couple
being the Bride’s Parents. .........ooviiiii i e e e e e 20

Harold Faulder's address is listed on the marraggficate (Figure 17) as Hylton Castle Camp,
Sunderland (Figure 18). This is where tH& Battalion of the York and Lancaster
Regiment was stationed at the time. ... e 21

| have yet to find an engagement announcemente(timight have been one in the Yorkshire
Post or the Huddersfield Examiner) so do not knbihé engagement was a long one.
The families had known each other for some conaldertime - certainly, according to a
dance card, Marjorie Lendrum (Figure 19) dancedawvith an “H Falder” at a dance at
her maternal grandfather’s house, Somerville (i), on 21st September 1904. ................. 21

A scrap of paper (Figure 21) in Marjorie Fauldgpapers probably shows his postings.
Unfortunately, as with many of her papers, it doessinclude dates. ...........ccccceeeeivieeieeinnns 23

The 14" (Service) Battalion, York and Lancaster Regiment(A “New Army Battalion” also
known as 2nd Barnsley - a “Pals” battalion) wasdited to 94th Brigade, (part of 31st
Division) which entered the France theatre of Wiakarch 1916 (having previously been
in Egypt). The battalion was disbanded in Franca@hFebruary 1918. Harold Faulder's
medal card (Figure 22) notes that the first theatrear that he entered was France and
that he did so on 5June 1916 (probably via Etaples). .........cccoceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 25

The Commanding Officer of the “4Battalion was Lt-Col W B Hulke and it is in his®ad
Supplementary Operational Order (Figure 23) of @6eJ1916 (referring to preparations
for 15! July) that we find the first mention of®2t Harold Faulder. This specified thdf'2
Lt Faulder (amongst others) would not take parthim forthcoming action but would be
held in reserve with*iline Transport at Warnimont Wood. Cooksey, in bi®k The
Barnsley Palsays that those kept back were “those men [aradmich] the Army would
rebuild the battalion should a disaster occursusgpect that it was also a means to avoid
having parts of the battalion led by inexperienaed un-blooded junior subalterns who
had not been with the battalion during May (whemaitl been training) or in June (when it
had been rehearsing the forthComMiNg AttACK ) e «.v e eeieeeieiieeiiiie i e 28

On 2" August 1916 “¥ Lt H Faulder proceeded to attend a course oftingtm at XI Corps
Sniping School, STEENBECQUE”. On the™he (and his batman) returns from the
course. During this time Sgt Harman took charigghe intelligence squad, but reporting
to the Adjutant. (The scrapbook previously refére contains a photograph of Harold’s
Batman, George Tonks (Figure 24); | was slightlspased that a (then)"2 Lieutenant
should have one, but army establishment lists nonfhat all officers had batmen or
LT V7= 116 IS 31

The role of the intelligence officer would seembim a staff type job (for instance prior to the
raid of 3 August/f' September, the intelligence officer's role inchgdgoing to brigade
headquarters “to synchronise watches”) - which wadem to make the sniping course
seem unusual. However, we do not know that the seodat sniping school” was
necessarily in sniping - it could have concerneelligence or counter sniping. Snipers in
forward positions also acted as look outs and fberewould have an intelligence
gathering role. The position of intelligence officdoes not exist in some battalion
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listings, but the role of sniper officer does; sttherefore probable that these two roles
were combined. From the™1September, the battalion war diary has the isitidfF
alongside each day's entry (Figure 25), indicasoge level of responsibility for this

OCUIMENL. ..ttt ettt ettt e e e e e eeeee e et e eeeeeaaeaaeaaaaaaaaaaaaans 31
On the 28 January 1918 the Battalion War Diary (Figure @BBDras: ............c.ccveveeveeeeeeeeeees oo 34
The last actual entry in the War Diary file (at Tational Archives - Figure 27) is: ..........c.cc...... 35

The response of troops to such exhortations isknoivn; however a cutting (Figure 28) about
the York and Lancaster Regiment (possibly from Wwrkshire Post or Huddersfield
Examiner) might indicate the public mood. It prblyacannot be taken as absolute truth.
The quote alleged to have been made by an offier t... it was marvellous how our
chaps laughed at the machine gun fire; he had #esn pay far more attention to a
shower of rain." would prove sadly ProphetiC.e.ac...cccoiiiiiiiiiiiiie e e eee 39

A map (Figure 29) - unattributed - but found on snarebsites shows the extent of the German
210 1= g ot =TT U TR U P 40

In the Ypres Salient, the Germans (as part of QiperaGeorgette) had just captured Mount
Kemmel on 258 April 1918 (FIGUIE 30). .......cveveieeeeeeaee e eee e e e e ee e 42

The Brigade Diary also contains a map (Figure &bjsng the disposition of the brigade. .........43

The positions detailed above have been superimpmsed Google Earth Satellite view of the
area (Figure 32). The trench from which the battelaunched their attack was in a slight
hollow and they had to advance up a slope towael€heapside Road (Figure 33)................. 44

The telegram received by my grandfather's widowrjddee Faulder (Figure 34) has an address
that is not the address given in my grandfathergice record as the address for his next
of kin. However, when he supplied this, he was umied and his next of kin was his
mother. His service record shows that two telegralT® sent: ............ccceeeeeiieerieeieviiicennenns a7

Following a death, it was convention that an offiztethe deceased’s unit would write to the
next of kin. No such letter has been found frora 14" Y&L; however a letter
(Figure 35) was found at the bottom of a “familyrik” shortly after my father died. It is
probable that the writer volunteered to take ont#sk. It was written 10 days after his
death, so it is possible that there was a more diate letter from Harold’s battalion
commander Which has NOt SUINVIVE............ceeeeein i e ee et 48

A local paper (either the Huddersfield ExamineiYorkshire Post) carried a brief death notice
(o 0TI ) TSP 52

An ariel view of the battle ground (Figure 37) slsaive utter devastation of the area. ................ 54

If the body was recovered during the war, it wohéthe been buried locally. Such recoveries
were not exhumations, just recovery of exposed dsodi suspect that if his body was
found during the war it probably lies in one of tleair smaller cemeteries (Figure 38)
nearer Vierstraat. | note for instance that thef@ufCemetery at Vierstraat contains 8
UNKNOWNS. THE CWGEC SAYS: ...ccvvvvvvriinns o e et asaeaaeesesassssanssasaeesessensnnnassassessnnnsnnns 54

Looking at the gravestones at the Suffolk, the oo York and Lancaster burials are two of the
unknowns (all other graves identify the regimenfis leaves six unknown York and
Lancaster burials. Three are identified as Privated two as Corporals. The remaining
one has no identified rankf the body of Captain Faulder was recovered dutiegntar,
then it is probable that this (Figure 39) is théygmave where it could be..................cc0uue.. BB
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However, in the service file is an earlier drafthwan additional penultimate paragraph which
was removed following an internal comment whictdsaVe felt some doubt about the
para X in 3A (Figure 40), but took it that it waswstom which had M.S’s sanction.” The
draft 7A removes any misapprehension which migisearThe removed para X read.: ............. 58

Captain Harold Faulder was twice mentioned in deties; # November 1917 and"7April
1918. The commemorative cards (e.g. Figure 41)essafter the war show Harold
Faulder as attached to the 14th Battalion on botBgIoNS. ..........co.ovviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiieeeee e, 60

The Times of 8 July 1918 (10 weeks after the death of Harold dren)Icarried the notice of the
birth (Figure 42) of Harold Faulder’s only childyrfather............ccccccoooeeiii i, 62
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